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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


A SERMON. 


Joun, vi. chap. 14 verse.—“ Then those men, when they had seen the miracle that Jesus did, said, 
this is of a truth that Prophet that should come into the world.” 

Our Church has invited special attention, to one of the most remark- 
able, and the most instructive of the miracles of our blessed Lord—so 
remarkable, that it is recorded by all four of the Evangelists—and so full 
of valuable lessons, that we can do little more than glance at them. 

The multiplication of the loaves and fish, is the miracle referred to, 
and all the circumstances attendant upon it, merit our consideration. 
“ Jesus went up into a mountain, and there he set with his disciples— 
and the passover was nigh.”’ On one occasion, he went up into a moun- 
tain, to avoid the populace, who would have taken him by force, and 
made hima king. His humble spirit was always oppressed, by those 
worldly honors which his friends were disposed to confer on him; and, had 
a regard for the divine glory, and his own pure benevolence permitted, 
he would have concealed his greatness rather than be the subject of that 
admiration, which it unavoidably excited. On another occasion, he re- 
tired to a desert place with his apostles, that he might be alone with 
these chosen, and beloved friends; that they might enjoy uninterrupted- 
ly, the flow of soul, and the feast of religion; and doubtless that he 
might communicate particular instructions for the fulfilment of the great 
charge which would be committed to them, after his removal to heaven. 
But on the present occasion our Lord retired with his apostles to make 
suitable preparation for the passover which was nigh at hand. This 
was the third annual passover, which had occurred since his baptism. 
Soon after the miracle at Cana, when he converted the water into wine, 
he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brethren, but he con- 
tinued there not many days for the passover was athand. The follow- 
ing year he was earnestly solicited to make a journey for the purpose of 
healing the nobleman’s son. He healed him, without going into his 
presence, because, as is probable, he would not be diverted from going to 
Jerusalem to the feast, the time for commemorating which was near. 
What was ¢his feast? It was the type of his sufferings for the redemp- 
tion of mankind, commemorative of them in anticipation,- even as the 
Lord’s Supper is commemorative of them a@fter their occurrence. Why 
should e commemorate it, who was the substance of this imperfect sha- 
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dow ; who was himself the lamb slain from the foundation of the world ? 
Why should he have submitted to baptism, who was without blemish, 
in whom was no:sin? ‘To: leave his disciples of all ages an example, to 
teach them to honor the institutions of God and the Church, and to use 
them faithfully, seeing they have especial need of that grace, which these 
instruments were designed to plant, and to nourishin the soul. Our 
blessed Lord fulfilled ‘* adl righteousness.” He ‘* walked as in all the 
commandments, so also in all the ordinances of the Lord blameless.” 
He commemorated the feast, and he retired from the bustle of life to 
prepare himself for that sacred solemnity, by religious meditation, and 
prayer; in the way in which the Christian, at the present day, is recom- 
meuded to prepare himself for the devout commemoration of the passion 
of him who is our passover. You recollect the Church has made spe- 
cial provision for this devout PREPARATION at the solemn lent season ; 
and she recommends 7, in reference to each stated celebration of the 
holy supper. We may observe'the favorable situation, which our chosen 
Lord selected for his pious purposes. On a mountain, difficult of ac- 
cess, intrusion was least to be expected. The extensive prospect 
would naturally carry the mind to its great author: the little earth be- 
neath, and the magnificent heavens above, would correspond with the 
sentiments of that religion, which teaches us to set our affections on 
things above, and not on the things of the earth, for the fashion of this 
world passeth away. It wasona mountain that the piety of Peter was 
eminently excited, and he exclaimed with an ardour which speaks to the 
heart, ‘* Lord itis good for us to be here.”” The Church, as a society 
raised above the interests of the present scene, ascending as on angel’s 
wings, to that heaven where it would be, is emphatically called the hill 
of Sion. It isa fair place, and the joy of the whole earth. 

Into his retirement, the crowd followed our blessed Lord; the sick 
to be cured ; the afflicted to be consoled, and the sinner to be instructed, 
in the way of peace, and salvation. In their eagerness to be near this 
heavenly physician, they had made no provision for the indispensable 
wants of the Jody. He might have dismissed them, but in that case, 
the infirm and the sick would probably have fainted by the way, and 
their remaining would secure the enjoying those divine ministrations, 
for which, among the changes and chances of this morta} life, they might 
have no other opportunity. The chief design of the miracle was to es- 
tablish the divine authority of our Lord, and its subordinate design was 
to administer present relief to this multitude. It is an obvious remark 
that none of his miracles were introduced to attract attention to his per« 
son, nor merely to illustrate his power. They were uniformly suggested, 
not by a love of display, but by motives of beneficence, and thus they 
exemplify both the natural, and moral attributes of the divine nature, the 
power which controls all creation; the wisdom which is high as heaven; 
and the goodness which is over all the works of God. Even his own 
resurrection, which might seem to contemplate merely the undeniable 
attestation of his religion, has the subordinate design of affording to 
Christians the comfortable assurance of their own final resurrection, and 
that of those beloved friends who to the eye of sense appeared to: be 
hopelessly. mouldering in the tomb. 
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In this miracle of the loaves and fish there could have been no decep- 
tion. ‘The multitude were fed emmediately after our Lord had ascer- 
tained the scantiness of the supply, so that there was no time for 
procuring additional provision. If other than those five loaves which 
Jesus took in his hands had been brought forward, some of the multi- 
tude must have observed it, and they would not have been slow in 
exposing the circumstance. These five thousand had come to our Lord 
unexpectedly, so that there could have been no preconcert, in gathering 
the necessary provision, and if it had been intended to collect it in a 
secret manner for the purpose of a feigned miracle, it would have been 
inexpedient to have gone to a mountain, to which the transportation of 
large supplies would have been laborious, and most liable to suspicion, 
and to the danger of discovery. It is expressly said, by St. Matthew, 
that they all did eat, and further, were filled, and there is an additional 
evidence of the multiplication in the fact, that there were gathered up 
of fragments twelve baskets full, which must have been more than the 
original quantity. ‘This was undoubtedly a most astonishing miracle. 

Consider the successive changes, through which the substance of 
each loaf has passed, and the various means by which it is brought to a 
state fit forhuman nourishment. Butthe divine power, though it ordi- 
narily uses means can dispense with them. He who speaks, and it is 
done, can by one fiat call the grain into existence, and without the tardy 
movements of the mill and the fire produce the perfect loaf. How stri- 
kingly did swch a miracle show the omnipotence of God. It made an 
indelible impression on the Evangelists, for itis recorded by them all. 
And our Lord thought it useful to repeat it, when he multiplied the seven 
loaves as he did on this occasion the five, both of which miracles are 
mentioned in St. Mark’s Gospel. 

It was a miracle of similar nature, which Moses appears to have con- 
sidered almost too hard for his Maker. He said “the people are six 
hundred thousand footmen; and thou hast said, I will give them flesh 
that they may eat a whole month: Shall the flocks and the herds be 
slain for them to suffice them ? Or shall all the fish of the sea be gather- 
ed together for them? And the Lord said unto Moses, is the Lord’s 
hand waxed short? Thou shalt now see whether my word shall come 
to pass unto thee or not.” This miracle was performed by an immedi- 
ate act of God, not through the intervention of his servant Moses. How 
appropriately then does the Son of God execute the same great under- 
taking! The Father nourished the old Church, while it was in the 
wilderness ; and the Son, moved by the same compassion, possessed of 
the same power, on a similar occasion, administered to the necessities 
of his little flock, the new Church just rising into existence. 

It excited much surprise when Elisha fed an hundred men with 
‘* twenty loaves of barley, and some full ears of corn in the husk,” and 
when Moses converted the bitter waters of Marah, into sweet wa- 
ters. Many of the old prophets were types of our blessed Lord, and 
therefore guided to perform similar miracles. But we never fail to per- 
ceive, as in these instances, a great disparity, between the type, and the 
anti-type. Elisha nourishes an hundren men, with twenty loaves. Jesus 
five thousand, besides women and children with five loaves! Moses 
improves the water. Jesus changes it into wine ! 
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On examining the miracles of our Lord, it will be found that they are 
usually made the medium of instruction on particular doctrines, or du- 
ties of the gospel. ‘Thus: in enlightening the blind eyes, cleansing the 
leper, and raising the dead, the spectators were reminded of those offs 
ces of our Lord to correct the spiritual blindness of mankind, to purify 
the sinner more polluted than the leper; and to raise to the hopes and 
happiness of heaven, those who were dead in trespasses and sins. It 
has been said by a penetrating observer of human nature, that the in- 
struction received through the eyes, makes a deeper impression than that 
received through the ears. The lessons of the Saviour are conveyed by 
both these methods, so that the one is auxiliary to the other. Now by 
the miracle before us we are taught two things ; the dependance of men 
on the Saviour, and the necessity of faith to render them subjects of his 
favor. To whom could this multitude have looked for the supply of 
their wants? Not to human means. The apostles had not the ability, 
and it seems not even the disposition, for they would have sent 
them away. But our Lord Jesus Christ sympathized with them, and his 
divine power alone was adequate to their present relief. And to whom 
shall the Christian look for the bread of life, for that meat of which if a 
man eat he shall never die? To whom shall he look for redemption 
from the second death; for the sustenance of his soul in a barren and 
dry land where no water is, and for admission into the land of promise, 
where he shall hunger and thirst no more, the land flowing with milk 
and honey? ‘Thereis none other name given under heaven among 
men whereby they can be saved, but the name of Jesus Christ—Lord, 
to whom shall we go for the indispensible, the ever-craving wants 
of our immortal spirits? Thou hast the words of eternal life, and we 
believe, and are sure, thou art that Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

But, my brethren, observe even the inferior blessing, the sustenance 
for the perishing body, was given only in answer to faith. They were 
required to sit down on the grass, and by that act, submissively perform- 
ed, they testified their confidence in the ability, and the good disposition 
of our Lord to give them what they needed. The sentiment of faith 
must exist in the mind, but it can only be made known to others by some 
outward action, and it is not easy to conceive any expression more signi- 
ficant of confidence in the power of the Saviour to effect the designed 
miracle, and of implicit submission to his directions, than ¢hat evinced 
by the multitude on this occasion. It is, my brethren, this faith, this 
filial confidence in the goodness, and veracity of our blessed Saviour, 
which is required as the indispensible condition of his favor. To the 
inquiry ‘‘ what shall I do to be saved ?”’ the reply was: ‘ Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.” And so again, when the 
multitude said to Peter and the rest of the apostles *‘ what shall we do,” 
the reply was “repent and be baptized every one of you am the name of 
Jesus Christ,’ as if—confide in him, and you shall not be disappointed. 
The parent values the sentiment of confidence, on the part of his child, 
cause it isan infallible evidence of a sincere and deep affection; and 
it is on the same principle, that our best friend, the Redeemer of our 
souls attaches so much importance to the sentiment of faith in the Chris- 
tian. Itis not the mere assent of the understanding, which is so highly 
commended inthe Scriptures. Belief, in its strict acceptation, cannot 
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be a virtue, for we are told “ the devils also believe.” The faith of the 
gospel has its foundation in evidence, which the intellect must examine, 
but it invariably implies the good disposition of humility, in the conscious- 
ness of human ignorance and depravity; of reverence for the divine 
wisdom and power; and of an affection which entertains implicit reli- 
ance on the goodness of our heavenly parent. It is with such a faith 
that the Christian comes to the supper of the Lord. He sits with all 
humility at the feet of his Redeemer, and is fed with better food than 
the manna of Israel. He is nourished with the bread of eternal life. 
Not the body destined to return to its kindred dust, but the immortal 
soulis strengthened and refreshed. Let the importance of the subject 
warrant arepetition. As the five thousand would not have been blessed 
with the miracle, without faith on their part, so the benefits of the Lord’s 
table will not be bestowed on any man, unless he has a faith in him, as 
our Catechism expressly teaches. ‘In the Lord’s supper the body and 
blood of Christ are spiritually taken and received by the faithful’”—by 
those who have faith in that body and blood, who confide in the efficacy 
of the atonement, and by those alone. 

In another respect, this miracle was prefigurative of the Lord’s sup- 
per. ‘Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distri- 
buted to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were setdown.” In 
like manner, at his last supper, he took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he gave to his disciples; and he subjoined—*“ This do in remem- 
brance of me,” that is, not merely partake, but also distribute to others, 
do asI have done, in memory of me. In both cases the blessing was 
derived from the Saviour, and in both it is communicated through the 
medium of his ministers. Let it not be said then, that the Lord’s supper 
was to be celebrated but once, and to be distributed only by the Lord 
himself. The type and the record concur in representing Christ as hon- 
oring his ministers, with the office of dispensing his gifts, and that the 
good things which he alone can bestow, are by his appointment to be dis- 
tributed through his human agents. Thus we find, when the Almighty 
would bring the Ethiopian Treasurer into the fold of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, not a voice from heaven, not an angel, but a man, even Philip the 
Deacon, was sent to guide him; tohelp him to understand those Scrip- 
tures which he was reading, and by administering the ordinance of bap- 
tism, to make him a member of Christ’s Church. In like manner, in 
the laying on of hands, as well in ordination, as in confirmation, the 
grace is imparted through his chief ministers. They laid their hands on 
them, and they received the Holy Ghost. He gave some apostles, and 
some prophets, and some pastors and teachers, for the work of the Min- 
istry, for the edifying of the body of Christ. When we are, at the table 
of the Lord, it is a comfortable reflection, that we may receive the same 
blessing, which was received by his apostles—the same benefit as if he 
were to give from his own sacred hands, and to address us, with his own 
lips. He is present, though we see him not. It is rs feast which his 
ministers superintend. The arrangements, the servants, the guests, and 
the provision are all his. The master of the feast is present on all such 
occasions, not in his mortal condition, and therefore we cannot see him, 
with our outward cyes, but he is present in his glorified state, and let us 
not fail to fix on him the eye of faith, and to honor and adore him, 
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In this act of giving thanks before he distributed the loaves, our Lord 
has also recommended the significant, gratifying and grateful act of 
thanksgiving at our daily meals—a practice which appears to have exist- 
ed among the ancient people of God, and is alluded to in Samuel, “ the 
people will not eat until he come, because Ae doth bless the sacrifice, 
and afterwards they eat that be bidden.” 

We have lastly, in the narrative before us, a lesson upon worldly 
prudence. ‘* When they were filled, he said unto his disciples, gather 
up the fragments that remain, that nothing be /ost.”’ Here is a lesson of 
Srugality. Give generously on fit occasions, but let nothing be wasted. 
If God has given you abundance, it is to be husbanded by you, as his 
steward, fur the relief of the poor; the instruction of the ignorant ; and 
the evangelizing of the heathen. For extraordinary purposes, our Lord 
multiplied the loaves by a miracle, but for his own sustenance, he 
relied on industry, economy, and foresight, which he has in this instance 
impressively recommended to his disciples. Occupied with the highest 
concerns, you observe he turned aside to teach us, that the duties of life 
are not to be neglected ; that to our piety must be added those moral 
virtues, which are the pillars of society, and the foundation of individual 
prosperity. The recorded miracle, while it so naturally extorts from 
us, as from the spectators, the exclamation, “this is of a truth that 
prophet that should come into the world,” and reminds us of the divine 
compassion for the multitude with famished bodies and souls still more 
needing his interposition, affords also as we have seen instructive lessons 
in relation to the Holy Communion. The circumstances and some of 
the expressions in the narrative of this miracle, even if it be nota type, 
naturally lead the mind to that feast provided for all Christians, of 
which they may partake to their soul’s health 4 The body of our Lord, 
in a spiritual sense, is multiplied so that not merely five thousand, but 
nations of all tongues, may partake thereof, and there will be enough 
remaining for successive generations to the end of time, yea until he 
come. 

Yes, they may eat thereof, and be filled with that bread which came 
down from heaven, a provision which pledges to the believing penitent 

ardon for the past; grace for the future, and glory in the everlasting 
kingdom of God. 

This inestimable spiritual refreshment is given as in the miracle, to 
those on/y who look to Jesus Christ for zt, who submit to his directions, 
who sit at his feet, and wait patiently, and anxiously, till he shall say : 
eat and live forever. Now the promise to Israel is fulfilled, in the best 
sense—‘‘ God hath rained bread from heaven.” He hath given of the 
corn of heaven. Man does eat angel’s food. And who will refuse the 
invitation this day repeated to come to such a feast? who will not con- 
sider it his chief joy, and his dearest privilege to be seated at the table of 
his father, where is the fatted calf, which has been provided for the re- 
pentant prodigal, where he may see and taste that the Lord is gracious ; 
and be made yet more happy, by the assurance of setting down with 
Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of heaven, for said our 
Lord to his disciples when he instituted this feast, ‘* Verily, I say unto 
you, I will drink henceforth no more of the fruit of the vine, until I 
drink it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” This is indeed an 
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exceeding great and precious promise, and remember it is specially 
addressed to the Communicant. The comfort of it during the present 
life, and the blessed fruition of it hereafter, would furnish alone suffi- 
cient inducements to “do this in remembrance” of Jesus Christ the 
Son of God, our Lord and Saviour. 

Such, my brethren, are the truths and the duties not merely suggested, 
but impressively brought home to the mind and heart, by the miracle, 
with its attendant circumstances, which we have been considering. 

While we realize that “nothing is too hard for God—that with him, 
all things are possible ;” let us fear to offend his great power ; and dili- 
gently seek the succours of his Almighty grace, for our effectual conso- 
lation on earth, and preparation for his heavenly kingdom, Whzle we 
realize his compassion for the suffering body, and the endangered soul, 
Jet us be unfeignedly and profoundly thankful; and by a vital faith, in 
humble dependance on divine grace, bring ourselves within the scope of 
his everlasting loving kindness. Let the great lessons of the miracle 
before us, viz: that men can do all things, through Christ, who strength- 
eneth them: that without him, they can do pothing—that faith is the con- 
dition of favor and salvation, or that the mercies of redemption are made 
available to those only who have faith in the Lord Jesus Christ—let 
these lessons I say of our entire dependance on Christ for pardon, grace 
and glory; and of the indispensableness of faith on our part to secure 
these inestimable blessings, be deeply eugraven on our minds, and man- 
ifested in our affections and our lives. Amen. 





FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 
THE CASE OF ST. JAMES, SANTEE. 


Mr. Editor,—The author of the brief account of the doings of the 
last Convention, to which exception has been taken by the Delegates 
from St. James, Santee, wishes the privilege of vindicating his state- 
ment in a few words. 

The Delegates say, that they “ contended before the Committee, and 
in Convention, that Church funds could not be affected by any action of 
the Bishop or the Convention; that their appropriation was a matter 
exclusively belonging to the Vestry and the Parish; that the former 
were amenable only to the latter, who required no better protection for 
such trust property, than the Court of Equity afforded. This point was 
so ably argued by a learned Delegate from another Parish, that it was 
supposed entirely settled.” 

Now these gentlemen have advanced several very debateable propo- 
sitions, and such as they must be aware no action of the Convention has 
ever settled in their favor. Can Church funds be affected by no action 
of the Bishop or the Convention ? In case of an evident and gross 
perversion of them, would not the Bishop, or the Convention, have a 
right to institute proceedings in the Court of Equity for their recovery 
to the Church? Suppose funds given for the support of the Church, to 
be appropriated with consent of the parishioners to the support of Uni- 
versalism, or other heresy, could the Convention take no steps in the 
case? Must they remain passive spectators of the evil; and allow pro- 
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perty given by the piety of former generations to be alienated? It 
seems to me that we have a clear precedent to the contrary in the fact, 
that Committees have been repeatedly appointed to inquire into the 
dilapidation of Church property in certain parishes—I grant that as long 
as Vestries keep to their proper duty, viz., to procuring the services of 
_Clergymen of our own Church in their Parishes, the Convention can in 

no wise interfere with them. Whether their action is proper or im- 
proper, just or unjust, is not for the Convention to determine. Many 
things in the argument of the “learned gentleman,” were considered at 
the time doubtful or erroneous, but were not answered probably from 
the pressure of business. Certainly the Delegates from St. James can- 
not felicitate themselves, that any action of the Convention decided 
them in their favor. 

The Delegates “deny that either of them ever admitted that the 
Vestry had done wrong, nor did they apologize, except in the strict lite- 
ral meaning of the word which is to defend.” If they did not, then 
they were very greatly misunderstood. One of them was believed to 
have used these words, or others equivalent: ‘‘ We acknowledge we 
have done wrong in violating a Canon of the Church. We are sor- 
ry to have been forced into this irregularity, but the dilemma was, 
&c.” It is the impression of the present writer, that many in the Con- 
vention supposed he had so expressed himself. How it could be other- 
wise, indeed, is not easily understood. A plain and express Canon of 
the General Convention is violated, and yet those, who have violated 
it, do not acknowledge they have ‘‘done wrong,” and “ defend” their 
course 4 

They say further, that they acknowledged irregularity, and perhaps 
error, in violating the 36th Canon, but held the Vestry exculpated under 
the circumstances of the case, of which they are exclusively the judges.” 
How far this is consistent with their denial above, I may safely leave 
the reader to judge. They acknowledged irregularity, that is to say a 
Violation of a law of the Church, binding upon ail her members, and 
yet they did not acknowledge they had done wrong. And what is this 
sentence itself but an apology, not in the original, but the present and 
popular use of the term. ay 

But “ they were exclusively the judges.” How were they so consti- 
tuted ? Whatlaw of the Church makes her members exclusive judges 
of the propriety of their own acts? Are Bishops and Conventions then 
a dead letter? Is their no tribunal, which has a right to look after the 
delinquencies of particular portions of the Church? Would not the 
Bishop have a right to refuse performing any Episcopal act in a congre- 

ation, whose Vestry openly disregarded the Canons of the Church? 
W ould not the Diocesan Convention have a right to exclude their Dele- 
gates fronrits sittings? The present writer wishes to express no opinion 
on the propriety of such steps in this case. But he believes, that it is 
perfectly competent for the Bishop or Convention to make inquiry, and 
in the case of contumacy in violating the laws of the Church to proceed 
to such steps as these.. . | 

It is astonishing that these gentlemen should persevere in the state- 
ment made before Convention, that their only alternative was to employ 
a Minister of another denomination, or close their Church. Surely 
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there were other things which might have been done. They had a gen- 
tleman among them, since recognized as a candidate for orders; was not 
he or one of the Delegates themselves well qualified for the office of 
lay-reader ? 

Secondly, did they mdke any effort whatever to procure a Clergyman 
of the Church? Did they invite any to serve them on the salary deriv- 
able from the funds? They did ot apply to the “ Society for the Ad- 
vancement of Christianity” for aid. Did they make any effort whatever 
to raise the salary of a Clergyman among themselves? Certainly these 
gentlemen are not bound to answer me these questions. But if they do 
not choose to answer them, they surely cannot make good their state- 
ment, that they had no alternative but to employ a Minister of another 
denomination, or close their Church. But the Parish it seems are erect- 
ing a house, where the services will be Episcopal when they can procure 
them, and where they may always have some service without violating 
the Canon. How much of the subscriptions of Episcopalians in the 
Parish towards building this house for all denominations or none, would 
it have taken to procure an Episcopal Clergyman? Were they too poor 
to hire a Minister, and yet not too poor to build a Church? Or was the 
motive that they might escape the action of the Canons? 

But, Mr. Editor, I have dotie. Most unpleasant has it been to me to 
animadvert on their proceedings and statements. I have not intention- 
ally misrepresented these gentlemen. I cannot yet see, that I did so 
materially in my former statement. Yet if I did so 1 humbly beg their 
pardon. If they shall take additional offence at what I have now -sgid, I 
must consider it attributable to the irritation of mind naturally arising 
from placing themselves in a position, where their irregularity has met 
with general, almost unanimous rebuke. Hoping that they may be able 
to retrieve this error, and place themselves in a more correct and defen- 
sible position, and praying, that this and nothing else may interrupt the 
éxercise of Christian charity between us, I am yours, 

ECCLESIA, 


REMARKS MADE IN CONVENTION. 
By the Rev. Thos, John Young, M. A. 
(Continued from page 39.) 


We are now prepared to consider the fourth kind of Councils—the 
Consistorial or Diocesan. 

By a Diocesan Council or Convention, 1 mean that body, to which, 
with the Bishop, is intrusted the conduct of the principal affairs of a 
Diocese ; and these affairs, I contend, were managed by the Bishop, the 
whole Clergy and the Laity. These two last being always distinguished 
from each other, and acting personally, or by their representatives. 

It is a common maxim, drawn from the opinions of the Fathers, that 
* quid ad omnes pertinet, omnium consensu fiert debet”—what con- 
cerns all should be done by the consent of all. Cornelius, Bishop of 
Rome, A. D., 251, in one of his Epistles to Cyprian, uses an expression 
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very like this. “ Quid circa personam eorum observari deberet, con- 
sensu omnium statueretur’t{—That which concerns their office should 
be determined by the consent of all. And by this principle, Cyprian, 
in his Epistle ad Clerum, declares his determination to abide: ‘ That we 
might order and correct those things which the tommon interest demands 
concerning the government of the Church, they having been considered 
in a Council of verymany. ***** Qn my first entrance on my Bish- 
opric, 1 determined to do nothing on my private judgment, without your 
advice and the consent of the people. But when, by the favor of God, I 
shall have come to you, we will act together.’’|| Such was his determi- 
nation, and such his practice in very many instances.§ It was the prin- 
ciple which prevailed in primitive times, and which, if now acted upom 
in this assembly, would gain all, and more than all that is contended for. 
Let us, Mr. President, take one or two things which come under the 
direction of Diocesan Conventions or their Delegates, and from them 
form our judgment of the composition of those bodies. ‘Take, for in- 
stance, the election of Bishops, and the consent of the Clergy and Laity 
to the ordination of the Clergy; this last now given, not in Convention, 
but by a Standing Committee, chosen by and representing that body. 
That the Church, that is, the Clergy and Laity, gave their suffrage im 
the choice of these their officers, in the time of the Apostles, is evident 
from the cases to which reference has already been made—the election 
of a successor to Judas, and the choice of the seven Deacons ;—and 
none can read the Epistles to Timothy and Titus, without being con- 
vinced that the consent of the Church was necessary for the ordination 
of the Bishops and Deacons, whose qualifications for office are therein 
recorded. Of the practice of the Church in the ages succeeding the 
Apostles, we take the testimony of Dr. Wall of the Church in England, 
whose knowledge of Christian antiquity none can question, and using 
his language, say, “‘ That the primitive Church in the age next to the 
‘‘ Apostles always made use of the suffrage of.the people in the choice 
‘“ of their officers; not only of Deacons, but of their Presbyters, and 
“ especially of their Bishops. The Bishop of any Diocese appointed, 
‘or ordained such Presbyters as the people by their general suffrage 
‘approved of: and when any Bishop died, the Clergy of that Diocese 
‘* with the consent of the people, chose another, commonly one of their own 
‘“‘ body; and then some of the neighboring Bishops came, and laying on 
“hands, with public prayer, ordained him. And both these things, the 
“ election of the Clergy and people, and the ordination of some Bishop 
‘“or Bishops, were counted essential to the being or right of a Bishop.” 
*HeHHEEE << This,” he adds, “was the usage and practice of the whole 








————s 


tCornelius Ep. 46 (al 49) ad Cyp. p. 92. 

|| Cyprian Ep. 6 (al 14) ad Clerum. ‘Ut ea que circa Ecclesie gubernaculum utilitas 
communis exposcit, tractare simul, et plurimorum consilio examinata limare possemus. 
**** Quando a primordio Episcopatus mei statuerim, nihil sine constlio vostro et sine 
consensu plebis mea privata sententia gerere : Sed cum ad vos per Dei gratiam venero— 
in commune tractabimus. 

§ See Cyp. Ep. 33 (al 38) ad Clerum, ‘In ordinationibus Clericis solemus vos ante 


consulere, et mores ac merita singuloram communi consilio ponderare.”’ See also Ep. 24 
(al 29) ad Cler.—also Ep. 34 ad Cler. ‘‘ He would not,” says Bingham, lib. ii. c. 19, 
§8, ‘so much as ordain a Sub-deacon, or Reader, without their consent.””” See also Cy~- 
prian’s Epistles, referred to and quoted by Barrow in his “ Treatise.on the Pope’s Supre- 
macy,’’ Sup.-v: §10; page 159 of the folio Edition,.A. D. 1700. 
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“ Greek and Latin Church for a thousand years and more, and that con- 
“tinued constantly without interruption, except two or three encroach- 
‘“‘ ments ; such as in so long a space are found in the history of any law, 
“rule or practice whatsoever, whether human or Divine.”* 

The testimony of the Fathers and ancient Councils is conclusive on 
this point. This testimony is familiar to most of my brethren of the 
Clergy, and I will not occupy the time of the Convention by citing more 
than two or three witnesses, unless the fact be disputed and the evidence 
called for.t Clement, A. D. 65, whose name, St. Paul tells us, was 
“ written in the Book of Life,” who conversed with and was instructed 
by the Apostles themselves, bears his testimony to the fact that the Cler- 
gy were chosen ‘‘ with the consent of the whole Church.”~ Cornelius, 
Bishop of Rome, A. D. 250, in his Epistle to Fabius, Bishop of 
Antioch, incidentally mentions a fact which is perfectly conclusive. 
Something in the Baptism of Novatian had been considered irregu- 
lar. On this account he was“ denied orders,” says Cornelius, ‘ by adl 
the Clergy and many of the Laity,” and “the Bishop entreated li- 
cense might be granted him to ordain that one person.”|| We 
have the testimony, to the same effect, of Origen, A. D. 230,§ Cy 
prian, A. D. 250,] Gregory Nazianzen, A. D. 370,** Ambrose, A. D. 


*« Critical Remarks’’ upon some select passages of Scripture, published in 1730, 

Dr. Barrow says ‘‘ The general practice was this: The neighbor Bishops (being adver- 
tised of a vacancy or want of a Bishop,) did convene at the place; then in the Congrega- 
tion, the Clergy of the place did propound a person, yielding their attestation to his fitness 
for the charge; which the people hearing, did give their suffrages, accepting hifi, if no 
weighty cause was objected against him; or refusing him if such cause did appear: Then 
upon their recommendation and acceptance, the Bishops present did adjoin their approba- 
tion and consent; then by their devotions and solemn laying on of their hands, they did 
ordain or consecrate him to the Function.’’ Pop. Suprem. Sup. vi. §6, p. 203 fol. 

Again, he says, ‘‘ We may, by the way, observe, that in the first times they [ Roman 
Bishops, ] had not so much as an absolute power of ordaining a Presbyter in the Church 
of his own city, without leave of the Clergy and people.” page 208, fol. ed. of 1700. 

Bishop Bilson says, ‘“‘ In the Primitive Church the people did choose, name, elect and 
decree, as wellas the Clergy.”” Perpet. Gov. Ch. c. 15. 

Dr. Cave says, “‘At all ordinations, especially of superior officers, the people of the 
place were always present, and ratified the action with their approbation and consent.”’ 
Prim. Christ. p. 240. 

t Some of this evidence, for much of which I am indebted to Barrow, Bingham, Vale- 
ius, &c. &c., will be found in the succeeding notes. 

¢ Clem. Rom. Ep. i. ad Cor. §44, Archbishop Wake’s trans. 

| Cor. ad. Fab. Euseb. lib. vi. c. 43. “*Yard wavrag +z “rns, aAAa xo Anixdw 


modo.” 

§ Origen in the close of his last book against Celsus, speaking expressly of the constitu 
tion of Churches or cities of God, affirms of the Rulers of the Church, that they are 
““ exdeyousvor, chosen to their office by the Churches which they rule.” 

Ep. 52 (al 55.) ‘Factus est autem Cornelius Episcopus de Dei et Christi ejus 
judicio, de Clericorum pene omnium testimonio, de Plebis, que tunc adfuit, suffragio.” 
Cornelius was made Bishop by the judgment of God and his Christ, by the testimony of 
almost all the Clergy, by the suffrage of the people who were then present. 

Ep. 68 (al 67) ad frat. Hispan. “‘ Ordinatio justa et legitima, que omnium suffragio et 
judicio fuerit examinata.’’ That ordination is just and lawful which shall have been de- 


termined by the suffrage and sentence of all. 
Ep. 68. A. D. 257, in the name of the African Synod. ‘‘Plebs ipsa maxime habent 


potestatem vel eligendi dignos sacerdotes, vel indignos recusandi.” ‘The people have the 
power either of choosing worthy priests, or of rejecting those who are unworthy. 
** Gregory Nazianzen commends the election of Athanasius as being after “ the example 


of the Apostles, because he was chosen Jigs 78 Aus wavrig—by the suffrage of all 
the people. Gr, Naz. Orat, 21; 
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374,§ Jerome, A. D. 378,§] Siricius, A. D. 385,** Theodoret, A. D. 
423,it Celestin, A. D. 423,i¢ Socrates, A. D. 439,|||| Sozomen, A. D. 440,§§ 
Leo Magnus, A. D. 440.4|{{ This last, after stating the Church’s rule, lays 
down also the principle on which it was based :—“ Quz prefuturus est 
omnibus, ab omnibus eligatur”—He who is to preside over all should be 
chosen by all. 

The Councils of Carthage, under Cyprian, A. D. 256,* Nice, 
A. D. 325,t Antioch, A. D. 341,f Alexandria, Anno Domini 361 or 





Speaking, in his life of Gregory Thaumaturgus, of Carbonarius, Bishop of Comana, he 
says that ‘‘ although pointed out by special Divine revelation, yet before he was ordained 
he was unanimously chosen by the whole Church.”’ Tom. 3. p. 502. 

§ Ep. 82. ‘‘Electio et vocatio que fit atota Ecclesia vere et certe est Divina vocatio 
ad munus Episcopi.’’ The election and calling which is made by the whole Church, is truly 
and certainly a Divine call to the office of a Bishop. 

Amb. Com. in Luc. lib. viii. c. 17, addressing the people of Milan says—*‘ Vos enim 
mihi estis Parentes, qui sacerdotium detulistis: Vos, inquam, Filii vel Parentes, Filii 
singuli, universi Parentes.’’ Ye are my Fathers who chose me tobe Bishop: Ye, I say, 
are both my children and Fathers; Children in particular, Fathers all together. 

- YJ In Ezek. lib. x. c. 33. ‘* Speculator Ecclesia, vel Episcopus vel Presbyter, qui a 
Populo electus est.’’ ‘The watchman of the Church, either a Bishop or a Presbyter who 
was chosen by the people. ~ 5 

**Ep. i. ad. Himer. Tarracon,c. 10. ‘ Presbyterium vel Episcopatum, si eum Cleré 
ac Plebis evocaverit electio, non immerito societur.” If the election of the Clergy and 
people shall have called him to the Presbytership or Episcopate, he is deservedly associa- 
‘ted. Pus 

tt Lib. i. c. 7. He says of Eustathius, Bishop of Antioch, ¢¢ Linow xoWwn KaTnvaryKoe ov 
cpyiepsig re xol lepsig xal aaag 6 Asws.’? Both the Chief priests [Bishops] and 
Priests and all the people compelled him by a common suffrage. 

tt Ep. 2, c. 5. “‘‘Nullus invitis detur Episcopus. Cleri, plebis, et ordinis consensus 
et desiderium requiratur.”” Let no Bishop be given to the unwilling. The consent and 
desire of the Clergy and people is to be required. 

\||| Lib. vi. c. 2. He says that Chrysostom was chosen Lnoicpari xoIVe) Omod mavrwy 


xANPS TE x04 AaZ—by the common yote of all, both Clergy and Latty. 
§§ Sozomen speaking of Chrysostom, says ‘‘ The people and Clergy having voted it, 


the Emperor gave his consent.”’ 

{| Ep. 84 ad Anast. c. 5. ‘‘ Cum de summi Sacerdotis electione tractabitur, ille omni- 

bus preponatur, quem Cleri Plebisque consensus concorditer postularit ; ita ut si in aliam 
forte personam partium se vota diviserint, Metropolitani judicio is alteri preferatur qui 
majoribus et studiis juvatur et meritis.”” &c. When it is to be determined concerning the 
election of a Bishop, let him be preferred to all, whom the joint consent of the Clergy and 
people shall have demanded ; but if, by chance, the votes of the parties shall have been di- 
vided, he should be preferred, by the decision of the Metropolitan, who is supported by the 
greater number of votes and the higher merits.”’ &c. 
_ Ep. 89 ad Epis. Vien, ‘‘Expectarenturcerte vota civtwm, testimonia populorum; que- 
reretur honoratorum arbitrium, electio Clericorum. Qui prefuturus est omnibus, ab om- 
nibus eligatur.’’ Certainly the votes of the ci/tzens, the testimony of the people should 
have been waited for; the will of the gentry, the election of the Clergy should have been 
sought. He that is to preside over all, should be chosen by ail. 

* Cyprian Ep. 68 (al 67) Synod. Ep. African. Synod. ‘ Plebs ipsa maxime habet potes- 
tatem vel eligendi dignos Sacerdotes, vel indignos recusandi.” The people themselves 
chiefly have the power of choosing worthy Priests, or refusing the unworthy. 

t Synod. Ep. Con. Nic. Soc. Ec. His. lib. i.c. 9. Eng. trans. [Melitian Bishops] ‘ shall 
have no power to propose or nominate whom they please.”’ 

‘ And if it shall happen that some of those who now hold Ecclesiastical preferments die, 
then let those [ Melitian Bishops, &c.] **** be preferred to the dignities of the deceased ; 
provided that they shall appear worthy, and that the people shall freely elect them; provi- 
ded also that the Bishop of Alexandria doth, by his suffrage, ratify and confirm [the peo- 
ple’s election.’’] 

t Calv. Instit. lib. iv. c. 4. §11, says of this Council, ‘‘ Hoc igitur in Concilio Antio- 
cheno vetitum est, ne quis invitis ingeratur.”” This therefore is forbidden by the Council 
af Antioch, that any one should be forced upon those unwilling to receive him. 


? 
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362,|| 3d of Carthage, A. D. 397,§ 4th of Carthage, A. D. 399,] Chalce- 
don, A. D. 451,** Arles, A. D. 4521+, Auvergne or Clermont, A. D. 
535,* 3d of Orleans, A. D. 538,t 5th of Orleans, A. D. 549,i 3d of Paris, 
A. D. 559,|| Barcelona, A. D. 599,§ 4th of Toledo, A. D. 633,{] 2d of 


| Bingham, lib. iv.c. 2, §11. ‘The Eusebian party made it an objection against him 
[ Athanasius, ] that he had not the choice of the people: But the Bishops of Egypt assem- 
bled in Synod, in their Synodical Epistle do with great earnestness maintain the contrary, 
asserting that the whole multitude of the people of the Catholic Church, as if they had 
been all united in one soul and body, cried out requiring Athanasius to be ordained Bishop.”’ 


Ep. Synod. Concil. Alex. ap. Athen. apol. 2.1.2. p.726. Tag 6 Aais—oaveSowv, 


Expafov, airodvrss "Abavaciov Ewitxorov, 

§ This Council decreed, “‘ That no Clergyman be ordained, who has not been examined 
by the Bishops, and approved by the suffrages of the people.’ Curries’ Jus. pop. p. 306, 
1733. 

qi Con, Car. 4,c.1. ‘‘ Cum consensu Clericorum et Laicorum, et conventu totius pro- 
vincie Episcoporum, maximeque Metropolitani vel auctoritate vel presentia ordinetur 
Episcopus.”’ A Bishop may be consecrated by the consent of the Clergy and Laity, and 
the agreement of the Bishops of the whole Province, and, especially by either the authority 
or presence of the Metropolitan. 

Can. 22. “Ut Episcopus sine consilio Clericorum suorum Clericos non ordinet; ita 
ut civium assensum et conniventiam et testimonium querat.’’ A Bishop may not ordain 
Clergymen without the consent of his Clergy; and he shall also obtain the assent, appro- 
bation and testimony of the citizens. | 

Con. Car. 4, c. 3. ‘‘Presbyter cum ordinatur, Episcopo eum benedicente et manum 
super caput ejus tenente, etiam omnes Presbyteri, qui presentes sunt, manus suas juxta 
manum Episcopi super caput illius teneant.’””’ When a Presbyter is ordained, the Bishop 
blessing him and holding his hand upon his head, let all the Presbyters also, who are pre- 
sent, hold their hands upon his head near the hand of the Bishop. 

** Act. xi. This Council declares for the Ephesians’ having a Bishop chosen by all 


the flock whom he was to feed—“ gapa wavruv Tov wEAAovToW Tomavertbos Lypido~ 


evo.” 

Act, xii. declares that a Bishop shall be settled by the election of all the flock to be fed— 
86 SF exidoyns wavrav tTwv wedAoverdiv roavertbos Lypionsvov.” 

tt Con, Arelat. 2.c.54. ‘‘ Placuit in ordinatione Episcopi hunc ordinem custodiri, ut 
tres ab Episcopis nominentur, de quibus Clerici vel Cives erga unum habeant eligendi po- 
testatem.’’ This order must be observed in the ordination of a Bishop. Three shall be 
ae by the Bishops; one of whom the Clergy and citizens shall have the power of 

osing. 

* This Council determined ‘that a Bishop should be raised omnium electione et non 
paucorum favore—by the election of all, and not by the favour of a few.” Cur. Jus pop. 
p- 310, 1733. 

t Canon 3d determined “ That the Bishops of the Province should be chosen by the 
Clergy and People;’’ assigning the reason *‘ Qui prefuturus est omnibus, ab omnibus 
eligatur.”” He who is to preside over all, should be chosen by all. 

¢ Canon xi. ‘‘ Sicut antiqui Canones decreverunt, nullus invitis Episcopus, sed nec 
per oppressionem potentium personarum ad “onsensum faciendum Cives aut Clerici, 
quod dici nefas est, inclinentur.”” As the ancient Canons have decreed, let no Bishop be 
given to those unwilling to receive him. Neither let the citizens or Clergy be influen- 
ced, which it is unlawful to say of any, to give their consent, by the oppression of great 
men. 

| Con. Par. 3. “ Et quia in aliquibus rebus, &c.”’ “ Because in some things the 
ancient custom is neglected, and the decrees of the Canons violated ; it is thought good, 
according to the ancient custom, that the decrees of the Canuns be observed, and that 
no Bishop be ordained [Civibus invitis] if the citizens be unwilling, nor unless he be 
heartily invited by the election of the people and Clergy, and by the command of the 
Prince, &c. &c.”” Cur. Jus. op. p. 31l, 1733. 

§ Con. Barcinon. Can. 3. By this Canon it was decreed that the Clergy and Laity 
should nominate three, and that the Metropolitan and Provincial Bishops should cast 
lots which one of the three was to be ordained. Bingham. lib. iv. c. 2. §17. 

{] This Council decreed “That none should be esteemed a Bishop, but he that wag 
chosen by the Clergy and people of the city.” Cur. Jus pop. p. 311, 1733. 
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Cabilone, A. D. 649,** 3d Constantinople, A. D. 680,ft all testify the 
same ; so that we may fearlessly lay down, as maxims of antiquity, the 
rules already quoted—‘ Quid ad omnes pertinet, omnium consensu fieri 
debet;” “ Qui prafuturus est omnibus, ab omnibus eligatur.” I will 
not allow myself to suppose, even for a moment, that any here present 
will reject the sentiment expressed by the “ judicious Hooker.” “ For 
of this thing,” he says, “no man doubteth, namely, that in all Societies, 
Companies, and Corporations, what severally each shall be bound unto, 
it must be with all their assents ratified. Against all equity it were, that 
a man should suffer detriment at the hands of men, for not observing that 
which he never did, either by himself or others, mediately or immediately 
agree unto. * * * * In this case therefore especially, that vulgar 
axiom is of force, ‘ Quod omnes tangit,ab omnibus tractari et approbari 
debet.’”’t{ I cannot also but hope that our brethren of the Laity will agree 
to take the converse of the proposition laid down by Innocent, A. D. 
402, quoted by the same Heooker—* Sicut Laici jurisdictionem Clerico- 
rum perturbare, ita Clerict jurisdictionem Laicorum non debent min- 
uere’—and grant that as the Clergy ought not to abridge the jurisdiction 
of the Laity, so the Laity ought not to take away the rights of the Clergy. 

It is the principle, Sir, on which the Church in these United States 
was established. At the time of its organization, two kinds of ultraism 
on the subject of Church Government were prevalent in this country : 
one party holding, with Bishop Seabury and the Clergy of the Eastern 
States, that the Laity ought not to be admitted to the Councils of the 
Church,* and the other, hurrying to the other extreme, and withholding 
from the Clergy their distinctive rights. With this last kind of ultra- 
ism, we of South-Carolina, from whatever cause, were not a little tinged. 
This was clearly shown at our last Convention, and the proof is at hand 
should it be called for.t ‘These two antagonizing opinions meeting in 








**«« Si quis Episcopus de quacunque civitate defunctus, &c.” ‘Ifa Bishop in any 
city be removed by death, the election of another shall not be but by the neighboring 
Bishops, the Clergy and his own citizens ; if otherwise, let his ordination be esteemed 
void.”” Cur. Jus pop. p. 312. 

tt Of this Council, Calvin says, ‘‘ Adeo autem caverunt sancti Patres, ne ullo pacto 
imminueretur hee populi libertas, ut quum Synodus Universalis Constantinopols con- 
gregata Nectorium ordinaret, id noluerit sone tolius Cleri et populi approbatione, ut sua 
ad Synodum Romanum epistola testatum est.” The holy Fathers were so careful that 
this privilege of the people should in no degree be diminished, that when the universal 
Council assembled at Constantinople wished to ordain Nectorius, it could not be done 
without the consent of all the Clergy and peonle ; as is testified by their own Epistle to 
the Roman Synod. 

tt Ecc. Pol. lib. viii. p. 447, Dobson’s Edit. 1825. 


* See Bishop White’s “‘ Memoirs of Prot. Ep. Church.” 
t It is interesting to trace the gradual decline of the fear of Clerical influence in this 


Diocese. 

In the Convention of 1804, it was determined that “ on the business which should 
come before them, the Convention should vote by Parishes :’’ (Dalcho, p. 488,) con- 
sequently the Clerical vote was merged in the votes of the Laity; and if there were 
more than one Lay-Delegate from a Parish, the Clerical vote was worth nothing. 

In 1806, the “‘Rules and Regulations, &c.” which form the basis of our present 
Constitution, were adopted. By Rule III. (Dalcho, p. 496,) « The officiating Clergy 
of the Pro. Ep. Churches of this State, shall Le deemed, ex-officio, members of this 
Convention.” 

In 1807, it having been ascertained that under that Rule no Clergyman had a right to 
vole in Convention, (Dalcho, p. 500,) it was amended by adding “ with a right to vote 
with the Lay-Delegates, provided that such right sbail not appertain to the officiating 
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General Conventién led to the establishment of certain great principles 
of Ecclesiastical polity midway between the two extremes, and bring- 
ing the Church into happy accordance with ancient and primitive prac- 
tice. 

Three of these great principles were—‘ That those who are to be 
affected by Ecclesiastical laws, have a right by their representatives to a 
voice in making them.” ‘“ That this right belongs to the Lazty no less 
than to the Clergy.” ‘ Thatthe Clergy and Laity should have a mutual 
check on each other.”* These are embodied in the 2d Article of the 
Constitution. I will read that Article, as I shall have occasion to make 
other reference to it: 


’ ARTICLE II. 


‘The Church in each Diocese shall be entitled to a representation of both 
‘the Clergy and the Laity, which representation shall consist of one or more 
‘‘ deputies, not exceeding four of each order, chosen by the Convention of the 
‘© Diocese; and in all questions, when required by the Clerical and Lay repre- 
‘‘ sentation from any Diocese, each order shall have one vote ; and the majority 
‘‘ of suffrages by Dioceses shall be conclusive in each order, provided such 
‘¢ majority comprehend a majority of the Dioceses represented in that order. 
“The concurrence of both orders shall be necessary to constitute a vote of the 
“© Convention.” 


This article speaks for itself, and needs no further comment. 

The same principles, Sir, were established by this Convention, when, 
in 1824, (Journal, p. 19,) that which now forms the [Xth Article of our 
Constitution was adopted with but one dissenting voice, (Ayes 23 
Churches, Noes 1 Church.) This vote, I distinctly remember, though 
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Clergyman of any particular Church, in cases where Lay-Delegates have not been ap- 
pointed.” Here the Clerical vote was still merged in the Lay-vote ; and where no Lay- 
Delegates were appointed, the Clergyman had no vote. 

In 1808, (Dalcho, p. 503,) the Vestry of St. Philip’s Church addressed a letter to the 
Convention declaring that they disagreed to the article giving the Clergy a right to vote, 
They instructed their Delegates to propose an amendment by adding the words “ or 
shall not attend.” After considerable debate, the proposed amendment was rejected. 

In 13809, (Dalcho, p. 507,) a further amendment was made giving the Clergy a right 
to vote, no Lay-Delegate attending, upon his producing a certificate from the Vestry of 
his Church of his being authorized by them to do so. 

In 1310, (Dalcho, p. 511,) the motion was renewed to prevent a Clergyman from 
voting when his Lay-Delegates were not present; and was postponed to the next Con- 
vention. 

_ Itappears that there was no meeting in 1811 ; and in 1812, (Dalcho, p. 516,) the mo- 
tion was taken up, and indefinitely postponed. The article was then amended giving 
the Clergy “a right to vote on all matters requiring the suffrages” of te Convention. 

In 1813, (Dalcho, p.'524,) it was determined that the Bishop shou/d “always be, ez~ 
officw, President of the Convention.” 

In 1814, (Dalcho, pp. 530 and 532,) the third rule was again amended, limiting the’ 
suffrage of the Clergy to matters not involving the temporal concerns of the Churches, 
except authorised to vote on those matters by their Churches. 

In 1821, (page 21 of the Journal,) on a revision of the Rules, it was proposed to 
allow the vote by orders. This was lost, there not being a constitutional majority of 
two-thirds ; 13 Churches voting for, and 7 Churches against it. In the same year Mis- 
sionaries were allowed aseat in the house. 

In 1824, (Journal, p. 19,) the Constitution was amended soas to allow the vote by or- 
ders: Thus giving a death-blow to long-existing prejudices and jealousies. 


Pe See Bishop White’s “ Memoirs,” and Dr. Hawks’ Comments on the Constitution 
c. 
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not at that time a member of the Convention, was hailed as a signal tri- 
umph of truth over long-existing prejudices—as an evidence that there 
was ahigh sense of justice among our Laity, which raised them above 
all personal considerations ; and if I can only succeed in convincing the 
Convention that there is justice in the claim which I am setting up for 
my brethren, the Missionaries, &c., I have no fear but that the amend- 
ment will unanimously prevail. Of one thing I am convinced, Mr. Pres- 
ident, that if it fail, the fault will lie, not in the cause, but in its advocate. 
But I will read the Article of which I have spoken. 


ARTICLE IX. 


‘** On all questions, unless otherwise provided by the Constitution, the mem- 
‘* bers shall deliberate and vote as one body; bnt any twé Clergymen, or the 
‘* Delegation from any two Churches, may call for a separate vole of each order, 
‘ when the Clergy shall vote individually, and the Lay-Delegates by Churches, 
‘* (a majority of each Delegation having one vote,) and a majority of both or- 
‘- ders shall, in each case, be necessary to a decision.’”’* 


Here is a distinct recognition of the principles, that the governed are 
entitled to a voice in framing the laws by which they are to be affected— 
that the Clergy and Laity have a mutual check on each other—and that 
they form distinct and separate orders. ‘This last is clearly affirmed, 
totidem verbis, in the first section of the third Article of our Constitu- 
tion. ‘“ The Convention,” that section says, “shall be composed of 


Clergymen and Laymen.” 
This much then I will consider proved: That this is the Convention 


of the Protestant Episcopal Church in South-Carolina ; that, according 
to the word of God, ancient writers and Couucils, the principles of Ec- 
clesiastical Polity acknowledged and acted upon by the Church in Eng- 
land, in these United States and in this Diocese, the whole Church is 
entitled to a voice in framing the laws by which it is to be governed ; 
and that this Church consists of two orders, the Clergy and the Laity— 
the Clergy not being the Church without the Laity—the Laity not being, 
the Church without the Clergy. 
(To be continued. ) 








[SD a —~ 
NOTICES OF NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


Godly Meditations upon the most Holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Sup- 
per. By Christopher Sutton, D. D., late Prebend of Westminster. — 
We announced in our last number the republication in this country, of 
*‘Sutton’s Meditations on the Lord’s Supper,” and having since read 
the work, are prepared to recommend it warmly, and without qualifica- 
tion to the perusal of our readers. It is pureley practical; the doctrine 
of the Eucharist being touched upon only in so far as was necessary to 
guard against error. Its standard of piety is very high, and the helps 
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. . . . . , 
* The article is given as it stands in our present Constitution. In the original article 
after the word “ individually,’’ were inserted in a parenthesis, the words “ two or more’ 


Clergymen, representing the same Church, having one vote.’’ 
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which it affords to a devout participation of the Holy Sacrament of 
which it treats, should make it the inseparable companion of every com- 
municant. We know, indeed, of no work on the snbject that can in 
all respects be compared with it; and for its agency in promoting the 
advancement in huliness after which every Christian should strive, have 
no hesitation in classing it with the Treatise on ** Holy Living and Dy- 
ing,” of Bishop Taylor, and the ‘Sacra Privata,” of Bishop Wilson. 
The period at which the book was written will account for, and excuse, 
what in the present age would be regarded as defects of style ; but these 
are fewer than might have been expected, and are soon lost sight of in 
the contemplation of the many and great excellencies with which it 
abounds. ‘The publishers have done good service to the country in the 
publication of this work, which is a beautiful reprint of the Oxtord edi- 
tion, and we are glad to learn that it will be speedily followed by the 
“ Disce Vivere,’”’ and * Disce Mori,” of the same author.—Banner of 
Cross. 

Sutton’s Disce Mori.—We are very sorry to learn that we have omit- 
ted to notice the reprint of this book by D. Appleton & Co. Of the 
three works of this excellent author lately reprinted in England, the 
Disce Mori is, in our judgment, decidedly the best. It was the favorite 
book of Bishop Jolly, who, the touching incident cannot be forgotten, 
died with it in his hands. kt was this fact, we believe, which first re- 
called the book from the oblivion into which it had fallen; and our 
readers may remember that shortly after its republication in England we 
urged an American reprint, on the ground that it was a book which 
would prove universa!!y acceptable to the Church. Such is still our 
opinion ; we do not believe that a single journal or clergyman in the 
Church will be found to say a word in its disparagement ; but that, on 
the contrary, all will unite in commending it as one of the very best of 
our practical works, equally devotional and almost equally rich with the 
similar work of Taylor, and free from those features with which Taylor 
startles such weak minds as have a morbid dream of Romanism. Our 
columns have been, and now that the book is reprinted will again be, 
énriched with extracts which will make the Disce Mori favorably known 
to our readers. Itis brought out in the same style with other reprints 
of the same class with which D. Appleton & Co. have obliged the 
Church.—Church Chronicle. 


An Office for the use of Schools set forth for the Diocese of Mary- 
land—by its Bishop. It has just been published, and is interestingly 
appropriate. Besides a devotional service for each morning, (including 
the Creed,) there is a Litany for Wednesdays and Fridays. The fol- 
lowing specimens will be acceptable to our readers :— 

‘* Chaplain.—For Thy kind care of us through all our lives, for Thy 
watchful providence, and the guardian ministry of Thy holy angels: 

Response.—Our Father, we thank Thee. 

Chaplain.—F or our parents and friends ; for our education and train- 
ing in Thy ways: 

Jiesponse.—Our Father, we thank Thee. 
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Chaplain.—That Thou hast vouchsafed to call us to: the knowledge 
of Thy grace, and faith in ‘Thee; tv make us Thy children, and heirs of 
Thy most precious promises : 

Response.—Our Father, we thank Thee. 

Chaplain.—For ‘Thy holy word, the bread of life: for Thy blessed 
Spirit, the water of salvation, living and springing in our hearts, unto 
everlasting life: , 

Response.—Our Father, we thank Thee.” * * * ‘“ Chaplain.— 
That Thou hast triumphed for us over death and hell, and now ever 
livest, making intercession for us, that we, in Thee, may have access to 
the throne of grace on high: 

Response.—Lord Jesus, we thank Thee.” * * * * Chaplain.— 
For all Christian youth, whether in colleges or schools; that they may 
increase, as in stature, so in wisdom and favor with God and man:. 

Response —We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 

Chaplain.—F or this school; that it may be a nursery of Thy Church, 
to the increase in Christian knowledge and holiness of all its members. 

Response.-—We beseech Thee to hear us, good Lord. 


Wogan on the Lessons.—A correspondent of the Utica Gospel Mes- 
senger suggests the republication of Wogan’s Essay on the Proper 
Lessons of the Church of England ; with alterations adopting it to the 
American Prayer Book. The suggestion is a good one, and we unite 
with the editor in the hope that some Churchman possessing a spirit 
kindred with the author may be found to carry it into execution.—Ban- 


ner of the Cross. 





SELECTIONS. 


From the Church of England Quarterly Review. 
CALVINISTIC PHRASEOLOGY. 


In 1509 was born John Calvin, and in 1536 he published his “ Insti- 
tutes.” The haughty and ambitious character of the man, his learning 
and eloquence, his fervent zeal for the Reformation, soon made his influ- 
ence felt ; and it was not long before he established himself as a Pro- 
testant Pope at Geneva. Here he contrived the consistorial scheme of 
Church government, constituting himself perpetual President, and ru- 
ling the ‘“* Reformed Churches,” as they were called, with a rod of iron. 
His doctrines, which were borrowed from Augustine, he explained ina 
remarkably lucid manner, and his phraseology has gradually been adopt- 
ed by all Presbyterians and Dissenters: even those who repudiate his 
theory of predestination, take his opinions and peculiar phraseology 
(which was not that of the primitive Church) in other points; and, as 
might be expected, in many cases the acceptance of the doctrines soon 
followed the acceptance of the language. We have, in other places, 
shown that his personal influence in this country was never very per- 
ceptible, and that the seventeenth Article, and some others, which were 
supposed to favor his views, were drawn up with reference to other 
tenets ; that, in truth, the earlier Reformers looked to. Germany for aid 
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in developing the doctrines, and to the Fathers in developing the disci- 
pline of the Church. Yet some, who visited or were banished to the 
Continent, imbibed the predestinarian theory, and among these wag 
Grindall, successively Bishop of London, Archbishop of York, and then 
of Canterbury. Bradford and Hooper, too, were not without a tincture 
of the same doctrine ; and it is probable that one of the greatest losses 
which the divinity of that period suffered, was the loss of Ridley’s Trea- 
tise on Election, addressed to Bradford. Whitgift, again, entertained 
the same views, and they became more common in his age, and the one 
which succeeded him. Bnt in that which preceded him, there were only 
Bradford and Hooper, among men of note, who were predestinarians, 
This, viz. Calvinism, was the first disturbing force acting upon the Re- 
formation. The Marian persecution had been a fierce onslaught; but 
when it passed away, the principles of the reformed remained the same, 
even though their number was diminished. Calvinism, however, acted 
from within; its theory is most plausible; it rests upon an apparent 
search into the scriptures; but it is a search in which the investigator 
relies on his own metaphysical subtlety, and rejects the testimony of the 
United Church till the age of St. Augustine. It entails consequences 
which neutralize all appeal to antiquity, and brings with ita phraseology 
contradictory at once to the Anglican formularies and the doctrines of 
the Apostolic era. There are few things which have had so injurious 
an effect on the condition of our Church, as the adoption of the Gene- 
van phraseology. It has, in the minds of many, become identified with 
true religion ; and the individual who should say that he was ‘‘ regenera- 
ted in his baptism, made a member of Christ, a child of God, and an 
inheritor of the kingdom of heaven,” would be immediately set down as 
something very like a heathen, if not much worse, viz. a Roman Catholic. 

The phraseology in question was introduced by the Puritans; it was 
suited to a Presbyterian communion, but not to an Apostolic one ; and 
from them it has descended, as a religious heirloom, to the less pious, 
and less honest, as well as learned Dissenters, of our own day. 

It is worthy of note, that this style of writing and speaking is the 
one into which a person self-educated, and who had read the scriptures 
with the light only of his own judgment to guide him, would naturally 
fall. It is the first seen and most obvious theory of divinity ; we say it 
ts, because the very phraseology necessarily involves a certain set of 
doctrines, without which it is altogether out of place. It is Pharisaic, 
for it evinces, and is intended to evince, a non-conformity to the world 
in outward and non-essential things; it is like the coat and the “ plain 
language of the Quaker—it savors altogether of a Sect.—Utica Gospel 
Messenger. 


IE megs 
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THE BISHOP OF SALISBURY AND THE BIBLE SOCIETY. 
The following are his reasons for withdrawing from the Bible So- 
ciety, of which he was a Vice President. 


1. The constitution and character of the public meetings by which 
the business of the Society is carried on. 
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2. The manner in which its operations frequently interfere with the 
good order of the Church, and obstruct the ministry of the parochial 
clergy. 

38. The tendency of the Society to obscure the office of the Church in 
relation to the Word of God. 

I will, as briefly as I can, explain what 1 mean on each of these 
points. 

Whoever has been in the habit of attending the meetings of the Bible 
Society, i is aware that they are composed of persons belonging to every 
variety of religious denomination, and holding every shade of opivion 
which is compatible with the acceptance of the Holy Scriptures as a 
revelation from God. All these persons meet together, and from the 
nature of the occasion which assembles them, with an appearance of 
recognized equality in a matter touching upon the foundation of reli- 
gious belief, The Independent, the Baptist, the Quaker, the Socinian, 
assemble on the platform by the side of the members of the Church, on 
a common understanding that the differences are pro hdc vice to be laid 
aside, and their point of agreement in receiving the Bible as the Word 
of God, and being zealous for its distribution, is to be alone considered. 
Do not let me be misunderstood as implying that a dishonorable com- 
promise of opinion onthe part of any one is required by the constitution 
of the Society. On the contrary, I know that ‘* union without com- 
promise” isa sort of watchword in it. But what I do say is, that the 
necessary tendency of a meeting so composed is to magnify the point of 
agreement between its members, and to sink, as of comparative insigni- 
ficance, their respective differences. Whoever has been in the habit of 
attending meetings of the Bible Society, must be familiar with such ex- 
pressions as that the members of the Society are only separated by 
‘unimportant differences,” and are joined in “ essential unity ;” where- 
as an examination of what these ‘unimportant differences” are, will 
show, that in one quarter or another, they comprise most of the chief 
doctrines, and all the ordinances of the Christian religion; and are so 
clearly recognized in the constitution of the Society, as to make it im- 

ossible for a meeting of persons assembled to promote the distribution 
of God’s word to unite in worshipping him in prayer. 

I have felt, therefore, that the practical tendency of such meetings is 
to fuster a spirit of indifference to the most vital doctrinal truth, as well 
as yet more clearly to exhibit a disregard of the distinciive character of 
the Church, as the body to which that truth is intrusted. A member of 
the Church at such meetings is always liable to hear statements made 
on these topics, which must either be replied to at the risk of very inop- 
portune discussion, or apparently be sanctioned by being passed over in 
silence. 

The second point on which I proposed to remark is, the manner in 
which the operations of the Society frequently interfere with the good 
order of the Church, by being obtruded into the parishes of clergy who 
do not feel at liberty to take a partinthem. A very great proportion of 
the clergy are not members of the Bible Society : ‘but from the consti- 
tution of that body its operations are necessarily carried on without 
reference to this, and meetings are holden in the parishes of such clergy 
contrary to their wishes. 





Mayans. 


FO ga 


1842.} Napoleon on Christianity. 85 


It not unfrequently happens in sucha case, that a clergyman finds that 
a meeting of the Bible Society is to take place in his parish. ‘The dis- 
senting chapel is perhaps the place of assembly. Of his own parishion- 
ers, the chief supporters of the cause are the leading dissenters. But 
members of the Church from other parishes, who are supporters of the 
Society, also attend. Perhaps some neighboring clergy are induced, 
even under such circumstances, to take part in the proceedings, which 
thus practically assume the appearance of giving a sanction and support 
to the system of dissent ; tend to lower the influence of the clergyman 
with his parishioners ; and to make the very distribution of the Scrip- 
tures a means of upholding those “erroneous and strange doctrines 
contrary to God’s Word,” which every clergymen is bound by his ordi- 
nation vow “ with all faithful diligence to banish and drive away.” I 
have had repeated and painful experience of such cases in the course of 
the last five years; and I have felt that, while I continued a member of 
the Society, the sanction of my authority was indirectly given to pro- 
ceedings, which I could not but regard as very detrimental to the good 
order of the Church, and the influence of the clergy in their respective 
parishes. 

Reflection upon these two great practical evils in the working of the 
Society will, I think, show that they both proceed from the same fun- 
damental error, that, viz., of forgetting that a body so constituted is not 
properly capable of performing functions which essentially appertain 
to the Church in her character of ** wituess and keeper of Holy Writ,” 
and are capable of being satisfactorily discharged by her alone. 

I mean satisfactorily discharged on the principles which a member of 
the Church is bound to recognize: because the indifference to positive 
doctrine, and the unlimited license of private judgment, both in points 
of faith and discipline, which it is the effect of the system of the Society 
to foster, are as much at variance with the spirit of the Church, as they 
are agreeable to the views of some of the bodies that are separated 
from her. And this is the third ground which I mentioned, as having 
influenced my judgment in coming to the decision I have done. 

1 have now stated the reasons which brouglit me to the conclusion that 
the British and Foreign Bible Society is not so constituted as to enable 
it to discharge in the best and most satisfactory manner the great office 
it has undertaken; and that, sensible as I am of the importance of the 
object proposed, and anxious to promote it, [ cannot properly co-ope- 
rate with this Society in doing so, or continue a member of it consist- 
ently with my duty in other respects.— The Churchman, 





NAPOLEON ON CHRISTIANITY. 


“TI know men,” said Napoleon, “and I tell you that Jesus is not a 
man!” “The religion of Christ is a mystery which subsists by its 
own force, and proceeds from a mind which is not ahuman mind. We 
find in it a marked individuality, which originated a train of words and 
maxims unknown before. Jesus borrowed nothing from our knowledge, 
He exhibited in himself the perfect example of his precepts. Jesus is 
not a philosopher, for his proofs are miracles, and from the first his diss 
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ciples adored him. In fact, learning and philosophy are of no use for 
salvation; and Jesus came into the world to reveal the mysteries of 
heaven and the laws of the Spirit. Alexander, Caesar, Charlemagne 
and myself, founded empires; but upon what did we rest the creations 
of our genius? Upon force. Jesus Christ alone founded his empire 
upon dove ; and at this hour millions of men would die forhim. Jt was 
not a day ora battle which achieved the triumph of the Christian reli- 
gion inthe world. No, it was a long war, a contest for three centuries, 
begun by the apostles, then continued by the flood of Christian genera- 
tions. In this war, all the kings and potentates of earth were on one 
side; on the other, 1 see noarmy, but a mysterious force, some men 
scattered here and there in all parts of the world, and who have no other 
rallying point than a common faith in the mysteries of the cross. I die 
before my time, and my body will be given back to the earth to become 
food for worms. Such is the fate which so soon awaits him who has 
been called the great Napoleon, What an abyss between my deep 
misery and the eternal kingdom of Christ which is so proclaimed, loved 
and adored, and which is extending over the whole earth! Call you this 
dying? is it not living rather? The death of Christ is the death of a 
God !” 

Napoleon stopped at these last words ; but General Bertrand making 
no reply, the Emperor added: “If you do not perceive that Jesus 
Christ is God, I did wrong to appoint you General.” 

Upon his death-bed, he often pronounced the name of the Saviour.— 


New-York Observer. 
—— 2 — 
REVERENCE THE SABBATH DAY. 
“ We would not buy it of them on the Sabbath.” 


Many things in the history of the Jewish Commonwealth, returned 
from the Babylonish provinces, to Jerusalem and Judea, are worthy of 
a practical consideration. The Second Temple, auspiciously founded, 
had, after some powerful opposition and a considerable season of sus- 

ension, been completed and dedicated, through the instrumentality of 
Zerubbabel, Jeshua, Haggai and Zechariah. The walls of Jerusalem 
had, according to the predictions, (Dan. ixth,) been “ built even in 
troublous times.” Nehemiah, eminent for piety and patriotism, acknowl- 
edging the good hand of his God upon him in the obtaining of the royal 
commission and in his successful journey to Jerusalem, had promised 
aud joyfully witnessed the remarkable union accompanied with the self- 
denial of the people in commencing and prosecuting the work until the 
whole wall was finished, and all accomplished “ in fifty-two days,” one 
seventh part of a year. ‘ For the people hada mind to work.” Some- 
thing yet remained to be done, Ezra the Scribe and the Priests and 
the Levites had important duties to perform. They instructed the peo- 
ple by reading and expounding the Scriptures. They led their devo- 
tions, and aided them in making solemn vows or covenant engagements. 
One of these may be regarded as a public pledge against Sabbath day 
trafic. Let us observe with care and practical application the words of 


their covenant or pledge. ‘ And if the people of the land bring wares 
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or any victuals on the Sabbath day to sell that we would not buy it of 
them on the Sabbath, or on the holy day. This solemn pledge is in per- 
fect harmony with the spirit aud letter of the fourth commandment. 
Ought not all Christians, seeing “the Lord is risen indeed,” to be wil- 
ling to bind themselves or to regard themselves already bound to equal 
strictness in regard to the Christian Sabbath? If all Christians of every 
denomination would unite and strengthen one another’s hands by holy 
resolutions or pledges, :nd in their practice would wholly abstain from 
buying on the Sabbath, their influence would be great and good. Trans- 
port yourself in imagination back to that ancient period of the world, 
and to that ancient city of Jerusalem. Suppose you had witnessed those 
solemnities and that public pledge, or covenant to abstain from Sabbath- 
day traffic: and suppose that on the next, or some following Sabbath 
you had witnessed in that city some of the prevailing customs of Phila- 
delphia: for instance, suppose you had seen passing in some of the 
principal streets of the city, loads of ice, milk, and bread, and learnt 
that throughout the city, heads of families generally bought some one 
of all these articles on the Sabbath, would you not consider such traffic 
inconsistent with their public pledge? Would not all Christians agree 
in their opinion? Will the words of Paul if applied to this subject be 
to any “ profitable for doctrine, for reproof, and for correction ;”" ** Thou 
that judgest doest the same things.” Rom ii. 1. Does not the com- 
munion with a Christian Church imply an obligation, a covenant engage- 
ment, a pledge, to take the law of God as a perpetual rule of life? Is 
not that moral law comprised in the ten commandments? Please to 
examine Isaiah lvi. 1—7 and lviii. 13, 14. Also Jeremiah xvii. 19—27. 
Also Nehemiah xiii. 15—22. Did not some of the people including the 
nobles, violate their public pledge and transgress a divine command ? 
To whom will the faithful reproving words of Nehemiah now apply 1— 
“What evil thing is that ye do and profane the Sabbath day? Did not 
your fathers thus; and did not our God bring all this evil upon us and 
upon this city? Yet ye bring more wrath upon Israel by profaning the 
Sabbath !” 

In Philadelphia, some bakers distinguish the Christian Sabbath from 
the other days of the week, by omitting to bake and serve bread on that 
day. And many of them have united in sending a petition tothe Legis- 
lature of Pennsylvania, asking, them to pass a law prohibiting the baking 
and selling of bread on the Sabbath. Two seasons past, some have 
served ice every day in the week, sunday excepted. Some victuallers 
conscientiously omit through the season to slaughter oxen, sheep, calves, 
and other creatures on the Sabbath, for the Monday market. Ought not 
all victuallers to imitate their example, and all citizens of influence to 
encourage them in doing so? Some milkmen bring milk into the city 
on Saturday afternoon, and none on the Sabbath. An instance has lately 
occurred which seems worthy of particular notice. 

A landholder in Kingsessing a few miles from the city, has let his 
dairy this year for $100 less than usual to induce his tenant to serve milk 
only on six days, and avoid the transporting and selling of milk on the 
first day of the week. Many that serve milk would willingly abstaim 
from serving it on the first day of the week, regarding it as a privilege to” 
have that day asa day of rest, were they not fearful that by such a 
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change they should lose their customers. Now if all their customers 
regarded the whole ten commandments as of perpetual obligation, and 
truly considered that all classes of people, not excepting those who 
bring milk, are entitled by the * Lord of all,” to the privilege of the 
Sabbath as a day of rest, would they be willing by requiring to be serv- 
ed on that day with milk, to rob the families of the milk-men of such a 
sacred privilege ? 

Let all classes adopt, in reference to this subject, the first petition of 
Saul of Tarsus, after the heavenly vision: ‘* Lord what wilt thou have 
me todo?” Let this year, this month, this week, this day, be a ‘‘ time ' 
of reformation,”— Behold now is the accepied time; behold now is 
the day of salvation, to-day if ye will hear his voice harden not your 
hearts.” —Episcopal Recorder. 
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TRINITY. 
From Liturgica Domestica. 


O Thou, who dwell’st in light on high,’ 
Thou ever-blessed Trinity; 

Thee we confess, in Thee believe, 

To Thee with thankful hearts we cleave. 


O Father, by the Saints adored, 
O Son of God, our blessed Lord, 
O Holy Spirit, who dost join 
Father and Son with love divine. 


Father, may we thy laws fulfil, 

Blest Son, may we thy precepts Jearn, 
And Thou, blest Spirit, guide our will,’ 
Our feet unto thy pathway turn. 


Yea, God the Father, God, the Son, 
And God the Holy Ghost, are One, 
All Three one blessed truth approve, 
All Three compose one holy love. 


To God the Father, God the Son, 
And God the Spirit, be glory done, 
One God Almighty we adore, 
With heart and voice for evermore. 


SxS 
KINDNESS. 


A little word in kindness spoken, 


A motion, or a tear, 
Has often healed the heart that’s broken, 
And made a friend sincere, 


A word—a look—has crushed to earth 
Fall many a budding flower; 

Which, had a smile but owned its birth, 
Would bless life’s darkest hour. 





Then deem it not an idle thing, 
_ A pleasant word to speak ; 
The face you wear, the thoughts you bring. 
A heart may heal or break. 
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FOR THE GOSPEL MESSENGER. 


THE FIFTEENTH ANNUAL REPORT OF THE BOARD OF MANAGERS 
OF THE EPISCOPAL FEMALE BIBLE, PRAYER BOOK, AND TRACT 
SOCIETY OF CHARLESTON, 1842. 


If the precept which enjoins universal love, or that which directs us 
to “‘ do unto others as we would they should do unto us,” calls for the 
diligent use of such means as are calculated to advance the welfare and 
happiness of our fellow-men ;—if the petition, “‘ Thy kingdom come,” 
imposes upon those who use it the obligation of making suitable efforts 
for extending * the kn@wledge of the Lord,” and promoting his * reign 
in righteousness’? on the earth ;—then, surely does this Society whose 
Fifteenth Anniversary we this day celebrate, commend itself to the pat- 
ronage and support of all who acknowledge the authority of ¢hose pre- 
cepts, or use that pefition—since it has for its cbject-the promotion of 
God’s glory and the best—the spiritual—the eternal interests of men— 
and aims to effect that object, by means divinely sanctioned and to the 
efficacy of which all experience testifies, viz: the distribution of the 
word of God. 

Upon the several forms in which this distribution is made, we would 
offer a few remarks, with the hope, that, by keeping distinctly in view 
their propriety and fitness, our own interest in this Society may be pre- 
served unabated, and the interest of others be excited in its favor. To 
the distribution of the word in the form of 'Tracts—as being that which 
from its convenience is most extensively used—we would first advert. 

The peculiar fitness of these little messengers for efficiently promoting 
the cause of vital piety is obvious. They either exhibit, by some in- 
teresting narrative, the effects of grace upon the heart and life, and thus 
win their readers to the service of God ; or they picture in vivid colors, 
the awful condition of those who have “ rejected the counsel of God 
against themselves,” and thus urge them to “flee from the wrath to 
come ;”’ or else they set forth in a striking point of view, calculated at 
once to rivet the attention and affect the heart, some portion of sacred 
writ, containing the commands or the invitations—the threats or the 
promises—the punishments or the rewards, of our Heavenly Father. 
All this too they comprise in a space so brief that they may conveniently 
be made the pocket companions of those who use them, and thus en- 
tirely remove that plea—the want of time—with which we meet so often 
among those who neglect their religious duties. In this way, the poor 
man, who earns a support by his daily labor, is invited and “encouraged 
to attend more frequently than upon the weekly return of the Lord’s 
day, to “the things which make for his everlasting peace.” In this way, 
many who regard with too much indifference the realities of a future 
state, to give much time to their consideration, are often attracted toa 
perusal of divine truth, and aroused toa sense of their spiritual condi- 
tion. And not unfrequently has the bold blasphemer, from whose lips 
the sound of prayer was never heard, and in whose mind the word of 
hfe was ever associated with scoffs and ridicule, been brought by their 
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means, to cry with ‘the broken and contrite heart” of the Publican, 
“God be merciful to me a sinner,” 

But our Society distributes the word 

2. In the form of the “ Book of Common Prayer.” And this it 
does—that the sinner when brought to the exercise of *‘ godly sorrow,” 
orto ‘‘a fearful looking for of wrath and fiery indignation”—when, 
feeling his sins an “ intolerable burden,” and anxiously i inquiring “ what 
must I do to be saved ?” may not only be directed to, but taught how to 
approach the Throne of grace—that while his convictions and abhor- 
rence of sin are deepened, he may be instructed and aided to call upon 
**the Lamb of God,” and utter in expressions of the deepest pathos, the 
feelings of a broken heart. 

Lastly, we distribute divine truth in the forfn of the Bible4tself : 
that, the sinner awakened to a sense of his condition—directed and 
taught to call upon Him,” whose blood cleanseth from all sin,’”’ and ex- 
cited by renewing grace to “hunger and thirst after righteousness,” 
might from “ the’ fountain itself of living waters,” drink to the satisfy- 
ing of his soul.”” The propriety and fitness of such a distribution of 
the word are undoubted, except by those whose corrupt faith, or evil 
deeds, cause them to dread its sacred light. ‘“ The Scriptures are, as 
the Apostle declares, able to make men wise unto salvation.” The way 
of life is unfolded upon their sacred pages, and all who diligently and 
daily search and study them, shall become more and more quickened 
and “strengthened by the spirit inthe inner man,” until “ being rooted 
and grounded in love,” they shall **know the love of Christ which 
passeth knowledge,” and ‘be filled with all the fulness of God.” 

Each and every one of these several forms of distributing the word of 
God, must, then we feel persuaded, command themselves to the minds 
of the considerate and pious as in every way fit and proper—and with 
these few remarks upon them, we proceed to notice the transactions of 
our Society during the past year. 

In consequence of unfavorable weather and other preventing causes, 
the Board of Managers have been able to meet but six times. During 
the year, there have been added tothe Society fifteen annual subscribers 
and two life members; five subscribers have withdrawn from it, and 
two others have departed this life. One of the Managers electedvat 
the last annual meeting was led, in consequence of being obliged: to 
leave the city, to resign her place in the Board—which was subsequently 
filled by the election of another. 

The Librarian reports, that since the last Anniversary she has issued 
from the Depositury 34 Bibles—-54 Testaments—300 Prayer Books, 
and 7,667 Tracts. Portions of these were sent to Georgia, Alabama, 
Louisana, St: Augustine, and the upper parts of this State. 

An inspection of the Treasurer’s Report, shows that the past year 
was commenced with a balance in hand from the year previous of 
$79.30, and that at its close there remains in hand only $1.11; so that 
the expenditures for the year have exceeded the receipts, and though the 
Treasury is free from debt, yet the small amount in hand with which to 
begin the operations of the present year, shows the propriety of the sub- 
scribers’ sending in their subscriptions at an early day. 
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TREASURER’S REPORT. 





Dr. To amount paid A. E. Miller for Blank Receipts, ° . $3 50 
“ “ a for printing Annual Report, - - 1800 

“ “6 oe for Catechisms, . . . 12 00 

‘“s “ “ for printing Tract “ Little Samuel,’ - 27 00 

“ ** in purchase of Bibles and Testaments, . - 56 75 

“ “« for Prayer Books and ‘Tracts from Philadelphia, - 218 50 

“ “* for Tracts from New-York, : : . ° 50 00 

te “ for freight, drayage, and postage ovine pee iD 

Balance in hand, - : ° f m Ray : ‘ - 1 ll 

$390 86 

Cr. By balance from last year, - - - ° - $79 30 
‘‘ amount received from Annual Subscribers, : - 230 50 

a 6 “ from sale of Books, - . . 58 06 

“4 “ 6 from Life Members, - . . - 20 00 

“4 “« — from Donations, : . . : 3 00 

$390 86 





To conclude. The holy season, so judiciously selected, as that in which 
we shall annually assemble to review the past and consult for the fu- 
ture, should keep us ever mindful of our natural frailty and liability to 
error, and lead us earnestly to seek, both as a society and as individuals, 
that light and guidance from God the Holy Ghost, by which alone we 
can attain unto “a right judgment in all things,” so as “to see and 
know, and faithfully perform what things we ought todo.” And may 
that gracious being now fill our hearts with good desires, and enable us 
to bring them all to such good effect, that the name of God may be glo- 
rified by us, and we eventually be glorified with Him, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Missionary Lecture at St. Stephen’s Chapel for May.—lIt was deliv- 
ered by the Assistant Minister of St. Paul’s, Charleston, and the amount 
collected was $40. 


. Charleston Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book and Tract Society.— 

The anniversary meeting, was held after divine service, on Whit-Tues- 
day in St. Stephen’s Chapel. The report was read—the officers elected, 
and the ordinary business transacted. Many of the members were ab- 
sent from the meeting. | 


Sunday Schagl Celebration.—As heretofore it took place on Whit- 
Tuesday inthe afternoon. After divine service by Rev. C. P. Elliott, 
at St. Philip’s Church, the children were suitably and interestingly ad- 
dressed by the Rev. Robt. D. Shindler, Deacon, on their Christian obli- 
gations. They were reminded that the vows of the Lord are on the 
baptized ; and if itis asin and a disgrace in a Minister to depart from 
his ordination vows, not less is it ashame and asin, which will be fear- 


fully punished to vivlate the baptismal engagements. 
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Episcopal Journal—Exztracts from it.—Feb. 25th, at night, in St. 
Jobu’s Parish, Berkley, at Mr, Sims White’s plantation, after “ Eve- 
ning Prayer,” by the Rector, and an explanation of Confirmation by 
myself, [ administered the Holy Rite to 20 of the slaves, 

26th, at night, in Upper St. John’s, at Mr. Maham Palmer's, read 
se Evening Prayer,” and preached to his servants. 

27th, 3d Sunday in Lent, at the Church, Pineville, read ‘* Morning 
Prayer,” Confirmed 8 persons, delivered an Address, and administered 
the Lord’s Supper to 27 persons. The “ fair linen cloth,” was spread 
not by the Sexton, but by a venerable couple, who, doubtless, had a 
high gratification, as well as counted themselves honored, by thus sery- 
ing their Lord, and their brethren in his faith, at his holy ‘table. 

In the evening, at Mr. Maham Palmer's plantation, read ** Evenin 
Prayer,” preached to his people, and Catechised 12 of their children of 
color. It was noticed, with pleasure, that a large supply of the Tracts 
of our “ Bible, Prayer Book and ‘Tract Society,” bad been sent to this 
part of the country, and we have no doubt their circulation will be use- 
ful in exposing error, and vindicating, as well as diffusing a knowledge 
of Christian truth and duty, 

March 14th, a Candidate for Deacon’s orders had his third examina- 
tion, being on the “ Evidences of Christianity and Systematic Divinity.” 

21st, Monday before Easter, at St. Philip’s Church, Confirmed 3 
persons. 

24th, Wednesday before Easter, in Christ Church Parish, at the 
Church, the Rector read ** Morning Prayer,” 1 preached on Confirma- 
tion and “ the passion of our Lord.” 

27th, Easter Sunday, at St. Stephen’s Chapel, Charleston, read 
** Evening Prayer,” and preached. 

31st, at St. Peter’s Parochial School, attended by request, and assist- 
ed in the examination on the Bible and Prayer Book. The proficiency 
manifested by the pupils was creditable to their application, and to the 
efforts in their behalf of their instructors. 

April 8th, Friday, at Christ Church, Wilton, after ** Morning Prayer” 
by the Rector, Rev. J. B. Gallagher, J preached on Confirmation. 

At night, after “ Evening Prayer” by the Rector, I administered 
Confirmation to 48 persons of color, and made an Address. 

10th, 2d Sunday after Easter, at Sheldon Church in Prince Williams 

Parish, after ‘ Morning Prayer” by the Rector, (Rev. S. Hiliott,) and 
the “ Aute-Communion” by the Missionary to the colored people of 
this Parish, (Rev. J. Webb,) I preached, Confirmed 105 persons of col- 
or, viz; 36 under the pastoral care of the Rector, and 69 of whom the 
Missionary had the special charge. I also administered the Holy Com- 
munion, assisted by the Clergymen above named. ‘The Sun shone 
brightly, but not fiercely —the air was balmy—it was a most lovely spring 
day—and the moral scene was truly refreshing and exciting. The good 
work of preaching the gospel tothe poor blacks is in happy progress— 
may the Lord direct and prosper it more and more! 
— 11th, at the plantation of Mr. J W. Faber, near Christ Church, Wil- 
ton, after “ Evening Prayer” by the Rector of the Church, I adminis- 
tered Confirmation t to 11 persons of color, and Catechised and addressed 
them. 
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_ April 24th, 4th Sunday after Easter, at Jacksonville, East Florida, 
in the Court House, ** Morning Prayer,” and the ‘* Ante-Communion” 
being read by the Minister, (Rev. D. Brown,) 1 preached on the advan- 
tages of public Christian worship and instruction, and recommended 
the erection of a Church. 

In the afternoon, in the place of worship of the Baptists, kindly 
loaned to our flock—‘t Evening Prayer’? was read by the Minister of 
our congregation, 1 Confirmed 9 persons—then at a private house, a 
sick member, aged about 80, and her grand-daughter—total 11. 

At night, by request of the Minister, Baptized two children, 

27th, at St. Augustine, the Rector, Vestry and Wardens called on 
me—and in a letter from the latter, they request me ‘to give to this 
insulated portion of the Church Universal as much of my time as it 
may be convenient to spare.”’ 

In Trinity Church, after “Evening Prayer” by the Minister, (Rev. 
F. H. Rutledge,) I preached on Confirmation. 

28th, same Church, “ Evening Prayer” was conducted by the Minis- 
ter, I administered Confirmation to 19 persons, and delivered the Ad- 
dress. 

29th, same Church, at night, after “ Evening Prayer” by the Minister, 
I preached to a larger congregation than could be had in the day. 

May Ist, 5th Sunday after Easter, same Church, visited the Sunday 
School, preached both morning and afternoon, administered the Holy 
Communion, and Catechised the children. Tlis is not a small congre- 
gation, and in winter is larger, when many invalids resort to this fine 
climate. The military stationed here, and the attachment to the Church 
of the members, who are a majority of the Protestant inhabitants, ren- 
der it quite an important station of our Missionary Society. Perhaps 
there is no one of its stations which it is more important to sustain. The 
means of the people are given for the support of the Church, but they 
are quite limited, owing to the disastrous war, and other circumstances, 
The Minister is active, discreet, useful, and very much respected and 
beloved. ‘The Church, it is understood, was never in a more prosper- 
ous and promising condition. ‘There have been several accessions to it 
of late. 

May 3d, Tuesday, at Jacksonville, after ‘‘ Evening Prayer” by the 
Mihister, I preached. 

4th, same town, after ‘‘ Morning Prayer” and the Litany, I preached, 
Confirmed 5 persons, and delivered an Address. This town is a station 
of our General Missionary Society, and ought to be sustained, not only 
for the inhabitants-sake, but for the invalids who pass the winter here, 
There are means for building a Church, which is much needed. At 
present for want of it the services cannot be performed every Sunday. 

In the afternoon, the corner-stone of a Church was laid on a lot facing 
Market-sireet, commanding a very extensive and varied prospect, gen- 
erously given by Judge Doggett, who it is understood will also aid the 
building. The order of services was a Collect and the Lord’s Prayer, 
an Address by me—the laying of the corner-stune—prayers from the 
Consecration and institution offices—a very interesting and encour- 
aging statement by the Minister, on the rise, progress, and special cir- 
cumstances of the Church—singing part of a hymn and the benediction, 
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The Court adjourned to be present. At least 100 persons attended, 
much interest was manifested, and mutual congratulations were passed. 
The prospect of the favorable progress of this pious undertaking is 
encouraging, and strengthened by incidents of very recent occur- 
rence. 

May 8th, Sunday after the Ascension, at Grahamville, in “ the Church 
of the Holy Trinity,” after ‘*‘ Morning Prayer” by the Minister, Rev. 
Mr. Kellogg, and the “‘ Ante-Communion” by Rev. A. Ford, Missionary 
from Key-West, U preached and Confirmed 2 persons. In the afternoon, 
Rev. Mr. Ford preached, I read * Evening Prayer,” and Catechised 
the white children and the colored people. 

9th, same Church, after “Morning Prayer’ by the Minister, I 

reached and Confirmed one person. 

16th, a Candidate for Holy Orders had his second examination. 

18th and 19th, two Candidates had their third examination. 

22d, Trinty Sunday, one of the fuur stated days for ordination at St. 
Philip’s Church, Stiles Mellichamp and John H. Cornish, were admit- 
ted to the Holy Order of Deacons, they were presented by the Assist- 
ant Minister of St. Michael’s; and the Sermon was preached by the 
Rector of St. Thomas Parish, Rey. E. Phillips. 

Domestic and Foreign Missionary Society of the Protestant Episcopal 
Church.—The ‘Spirit of Missions” for May, contains the correspon- 
dence of 15 Domestic and 3 Foreign Missivnaries. In that from the 
‘‘ Associated”? Mission in Wisconsin, we extract these words of truth 
and soberness. ‘* We have permitted no weather, however severe, 
to prevent our attendance on our stations, however distant they may be; 
having several times ridden to stations upwards of 30 miles distant 
through snow storms, or when the cold was below zero. This known 
punctuality secures us congregations, no matter how long may be the 
interval between one appointment and anuther. And perhaps, too, this 
system in us is favorably contrasted with the want of system in others ; i. 
for by the nature of the country there are many places, which will be 
considerable towns, but as yet, owing to the extreme sparseness of the 
population, can only have periodical preaching. Itinerancy, ever spread- 
ing, gives these places the surface—semblance of religion, and, per- 
haps, as it covers them with foliage, would finally strike root deeper, 
but that it is brought in contact with another system, which mars, in- 
deed almost destroys, the regularity so essential to itinerancy. This is 
the revival system, as it is called, which necessitates the presence of 
several ministers at the same place for several days, nay, often for weeks 
together. In this country no difference of doctrine prevents the union 
bi of different dissenting denominations for their purposes: and thus the 
I itinerant often becomes a revivalist, which destroys the regularity of 
: his citcuit appointments, while the revivalist, in some measure, becomes 
i} the itinerant, inasmuch as he must give to others the same portion of 
time, which they have given to him; and thus as parochial visiting is de- 
stroyed, so the clerical supervision of the young is done away, and each 
system in some measure is destroying the other.” * * ‘We have 
every where used the service entire, even amidst men who had never 
} been atthe service of the Church, and congregations wholly void of 
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Church people. This has been no difficult matter when we have lit 
upon sucha congregation; and all of us I believe have met with such 
contingencies. We have told them that we wished to preach to them, 
but could not do so except some of them helped us and used the ser- 
vice. We invariably have found some willing, have given out prayer- 
books, mentioned page and column, and gone through the whole most 
rubrically ; and we cannot but feel, that to perform the service, the 
congregation uniting, is a better preaching, a something more valuable 
than three sermons. We have found no complaint of its length, and 
have always had the anti-communion service, both because of the Bish- 
op’s request, as also because we must believe that to read the Law of 
Sinai before the people, who in the responses acknowledge its obligation 
on themselvés, is the best preservative against the two pests of the age, 
Antinomianism on the one hand, and Perfectionism on the other.”’ The 
amount reported is for Domestic Missions $1,192—from South-Carolina 
$45; for Foreign $1,413—from South-Carolina $279. 

Alabama.—The XI. Convention of this Diocese rnet—present, 6 
Presbyters, and 17 Laymen, representing 6 Parishes. ‘The Rev. Mar- 
tin P Parks was elected Bishop, and the sum of $2,500 pledged for his 
support, with the understanding that he .would accept the pastorship of 
the Church at Montgomery. 


Louisiana.—T he annual Convention of this Diocese wastheld at New- 
Orleans, January 20th, 1842—present, the Bishop, 4 of the Clergy, and 
7 of the Laity. The number of the Clergy on the listis 6. The Bish- 
op’s excellent address we hope to print in our neat number. In an 
appendix, we have these facts: | 

In 1805, at a general meeting of Protestants in New-Orleans, it was 
voted for an Episcopal Clergyman 45; for a Presbyterian 7; for a 
Methodist 1. 

In November, the Rev. Philander Chase entered on the duties of 
Rector of the New Church called Christ Church, and continued in the 
same till March, 1811. 

In 1814, Rev. James F. Hull became Rector, and continued till his 
death in 1833. 

In 1834 and 1836, during the winter, Bishop Brownell officiated as 
Rector. 

In 1835, March, the Rev. Francis L. Hawks was elected Bishop of 
the ** South Western Diocese,” so called, composed of Louisiana, Mis- 
sissippi and Alabama—he declined the office. 

F In 1837, Rev. N. S. Wheaton, D. D. became the Rector of “ Christ 
hurch.” 

In 1820, a Church was incorporated under the title of ‘‘ the Episco~ 
pal Congregation at Baton Rouge.” 

In 1829, Grace Church, St. Francisville was incorporated. 

In 1840, St. Paul’s Church, New-Orleans was incorporated. 

In 1839, the Diocese was placed under the provisional charge of the 
, Right Rev. L. Polk, D. D., who in 1841 was elected by the Generak 
‘¢ Convention Bishop of the Diocese. 
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Extemporé Prayer.—One from a foreign land, the first time he ever 
witnessed extempore prayer, being asked his impression said ‘‘ The 
Minister rose in the pulpit and made a prayer, and all the people stood 
and looked at him.” 

Honesty.—The poet Wordsworth, in a recent letter, writes :—‘* The 

roceedings of some of the States in your country, in money concerns, 
and the shock which is given to the credit of the State of Pennsylvania 
has caused much trouble under this roof, by the injury done to some of 
my most valued connexions and friends. I am not personally and di- 
rectly a sufferer; but my brother, if the State of Pennsylvania should 
fail to fulfil its engagements, would lose almost all the little savings of 
his long and generous life. My daughter, through the perfidy of the 
State of Mississippi, has forfeited a sum, though but small in itself, large 
for her means; and a great portion of my most valued friends have to 
Jament their misplaced confidence. ‘Topics of this kind are not pleasant 
to dwell upon, but the more extensively the injury is made known, the 
more likely is it, that where remains of integrity, honor, or even com- 
mon humanity exist, efforts will besmade to set and keep things right.” 

Bishop Doane well remarks on this :—* [ do not omit his plain- -speak- 
ing paragraph about American obligations, for many reasons. | It is true 
and just. It shows-the enormous injury done to our national character 
by these defalcations. It may, as he says, lead to better thoughts and 
beiter deeds When at his house, Mr. Wordsworth expressed his ap- 
prehension lest his friends shou'd lose by these investments. I assured 
him, as an American, honestly relying that however plighted faith might 
for a season be dishonored, it would in the end be redeemed, that of ul- 
timate loss there was no danger. Subsequent circumstances have not 
seemed to sustain my assurance; still it remains unshaken. I do not 
believe that one dollar for which the faith of a State is pledged will fail 
of being paid. The blot of such a deed upon our national escutcheon I 
should regard as the plague-spot that presaged the dissolution of the 
Republic.” 

Country Conversations.—What can be the reason that Church people’ 
never have any prayer-meetings? Oh, they have no religion. Mere 
outside Christians! What is that everlasting church-bell ringing again 
for? Every day this week, jingle, jingle, jingle! Iam tired of hearing 
it. Oh, I suppose it is for prayers: some “ holy day,” or other! They 
are always at it. Sheer Papists !—Banner of Cross. 
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TO A CORRESPONDENT. 
The article signed ‘‘ A Lay-Member of the Convention” may appear in the next num- 





ber. — ES 
CALENDAR FOR JUNE 1842, 
5. 2d Sunday after Trinity. 24 Nativity of John the Baptist. 
1}. St. Barnabas—the Apostle and Martyr. | 26. 5th Sunday after Trinity. 
12, 3d Sunday after Trinity. | 29. St. Peter, the Apostle and Martyrs 
¥9. 4th Sunday after Trinity. 
a ae 
ERRATA. 


Page 34, line 5 from top, for ‘‘ mere,” read were. 
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BISHOP BOWEN’S SERMONS. 


Now published, the Ist Volume of the late Bishop Bowen’s Sermons on Chris- 
tian Doctrines and Duties, to which is prefixed a brief Memoir of his Life. Price $3,50 
bound ; $2,50 in muslin boards ; for morocco binding, an extra price will be charged. 

The 2d Volume is in the press, and will be published in as short a time as possible. 
Subscribers will be supplied by the Publisher; and those disposed to pay for both vol 
umes ou the delivery of the first, will aid materially in completing the work. An Al- 
phabetical List of subscribers names who take the frst, will be appended to the 2d Vol. 

‘ A. E. MILLER, No. 25 Broad-street. 





BISHOP MEADE’S SERMON. 


Sermon delivered atthe Consecration of the Right Rev. Stephen Elliott, D. D., for 
the Diocese of Georgia—by the Right Rev. William Meade, D. D., Assistant Bishop of 
Virginia. With an Appendix on the Rule of Faith, in which the opinions of the Oxford 
Divines, and others agreeing with them on the subject of Tradition are considered, and 


some of the consequences thereof set forth. 
Just received and for sfle by A. E. MILLER 


BOOK FOR EVERY FAMILY. 
BROWNELL’S FAMILY PRAYER BOOK, 


Being a Commentary on the Book of Common Prayer, in one octavo volume of 
800 pages, is published by the subscriber, on beautiful fine paper, and in various styles 
of binding. : 

About five hundred copies were subscribed for in New York and Brooklyn ; and so 
favorably was the work received, that there has been a constant demand for it ever since 
made known to the public. One of the subscribers in Brooklyn has called and taken 
three additional copies for his friends. A subscriber in New-York calledbefore Christ- 
mas and ordered three copies in extra gilt binding, to be given to friends as Christmas 
presents. And another one called and obtained a copy in extra gilt Turkey morocco, 
to be sent to the lady of the Rev. Mr. Hill, missionary in Greece, as the most appropri- 
ate and beautiful present he could make. ‘These cases are samples of other similar 
ones. 

But the most liberal patronage for the work has come from distant places—from Bos- 
ton, Philadelphiaand Baltimore. A single countryman of Connecticut has circulated 
in his own neighborhood, one hundred copies. For one of our new parishes at the 
South—Mobile—the Rector first ordered eighteen copies; and these were so readily 
disposed of, he ordered twenty-five more; and a single Clergyman of Virginia, has 
taken two hundred copies. 





Price of the Work. 


Turkey Morocco, extra gilt, : - : - $5 00 
English calf, extra gilt, - - - - - 72% 
Biack Roan, giltedged, - . - - - 6 00 
Black Roan, marble edged, . . - : - § 50 
Philadelphia sheep, library style, - - - - 5 00 


Orders from the Rev. Clergy, and Episcopalians generally, solicited, by 
ALEXANDER V. BLAKE, 54 Gold-st. 


SCHOOL FOR YOUNG LADIES. 


The Rev. Albert Smedes, of the City of New-York, designs to open a SCHOOL 
for YOUNG LADIES, in the City of Raleigh, N. C., on the 12th day of May next. 
_ This Institution is to furnish a thorough and elegant Education, equal to the best that 
can be obtained in the city of New-York, or in any Northern School. ’ es 
The School Buildings, situated in a beatiful and eleva*ed oak grove, furnish the most 
spacious accommodations. The Dormitories are separated into Alcoyes, for two young 
ladies each, of a construction to secure privacy, and at the same time a free circulation 


of air. 
Every article of furniture is provided by the School, except bedding, (beds will be 


furnished ) and towels. corr 

Terms.—-For Board, (including washing and every incidental expense,) with Tuition 
in English, Latin, &c., $100 per session, payable in advance. 

The extra charges will be for French, Music, Drawing, Painting, and Ornamental! 
Needle-work, at the usual prices of the Masters. There will be no other extra charge. 

This School is recommended by Bishop [ves and others. For further particulars 
inguire of the Bishop of this Diocese. March 5 
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Receipts for the Gospel Messenger, for the following years: 





1841. Col. J. J. Marshall, Cheraw, 3 00 
Am’t. brought furward received, $113 00 | Mrs. Dr. Campbell, 3 00 
Mr. James Marsh, 3 00 | Rev. R. D. Shindler, 3 00 
Mrs. Otis Mills, 3 00 | Wm. Pope, Hilton Head, 3 00 
Mr, James Poyas, 3 00 | Mr. N. R. Middleton, 3 00 
Mr. Gelzer, 3 00 | Mrs. Alice Heyward, . 3 00 
1842. 1841 and 1842. 
Mr. Edward.R. Laurens, 3 00 | Rev. J. H. Cornish, 6 00 
James R. Ladson, 3 00 | Mr. Francis M. Weston, 6 00 
Miss M. R: Simons, 3 00 
Rev. Ed. Phillips, 3 00 $167 75 




















— 


Church Societies in South-Carolina. 


1. Protestant Episcopal Society for the Advancement of Christianity in South-Caro- 
lina—Treasurer, Thomas Gadsden, -«» Ollice No. 4 Holmes’ wharf; Library in 
Chalmers-st. Open every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday, from 12 to 2 o’clock. 
Annual subseription $5; Life subscription 50. 

2. Society for the Relief of the Widows and Orphans of the Clergy—Treasurer, Ed- 
ward Frost, Fisq. office No. 50 Broad-st. Annual subscription $10; subscription to 


the fund for the support of decayed Clergymen $5. 
3. Female Episcopal Bible, Prayer Book, and Tract Society—T'reasurer, Mrs. Isaac 


Ball, East Bay, corner of Vernon-st.; Librarian, Mrs. Thos. H. Deas, Society-st., near 
East Bay; by whom Bibles, Prayer Books, and Tracts, are delivered every Monday 
morning. Annual subscription $1; Life do. $10. Members entitled to one Bible or 


Prayer Book, or 500 pages of ‘Tracts annuually. 
4. Charleston Protestant Episcopal Domestic Female Missionary Society—Treasu- 


rer, Mrs. Dehon. 


SCHOOL ON SULLIVAN'S ISLAND. 


The Misses STEWARTS purpose to open a SCHOOL on Sullivan’s Island, the 
ensuing summer, and will teach young children, as well as those who are advanced. 


They will give lessons in Music. For turther particulars apply to the Bishop of the 
Diocese, or at this office. April 1 


LATEST AND NEW BOOKS RECEIVED. 


S. S. Liturgy, Alnomuc, or the Golden Rule, Country Parson, Temple and Country 
Parson, Life of Herbert, My Saviour, Old Ironsides, The Closet, ay to Escape, 
Willy) the Wanderer, Wreathes and Branches, Young Ladies Guide. 


BISHOP CHASE’S REMINISCENSES, 2d part. 











For sale by A. E. MILLER, 
€WORD’S POCKET CHURCH ALMANAC FOR 1842. 
For sale by A. E. MILLER, °° 





JAMES A, SPARKS, 111 NASSAU-STREET, 


Begs leave to announce that he has purchased of Messrs. J. & H. G. Langely their 
interest in the ‘‘ Plain Sermons by Contributors to the Tracts for the Times,” and that 
he will publish a second edition of this valuable work in 2 vols., on the 20th inst. The 


following is from the Bishop of New-York : 


RECOMMENDATION. 

“These volumes of ‘ Plain Sermons’ appear to me to be admirably adapted to the 
conveying of religious instruction on the sound principles of the Gospel, and are there- 
fore recommended to the members of my Diocese, for private and family reading. I 
also hereby authorize the public reading of them, together with such others as I may 


from time to time appoint, by lay-readers within said Diocese. 
BENJAMIN T. ONDERDONK, 


Bishop of the Diocese of N. York. 


New-York, June 14, 184], 























